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PREAMBLE. 

We'HE  People,  grateful  to  tin'  Supreme 
Rulepf  the  Universe  for  our  fi'-edom,  ia 
ordero  secure  and  perpetuate  its  blessings, 
forma  more  independent  and  p"rfect  gov- 
ernusnt,  establish  justice,  insure  tranquil- 
ity, ;rovide  for  the  common  defense  and 
pronote  the  general  welfare,  do  v)rdain  and 
estjblish  this  Constitution  for  the  State  of 
W;shington. 

ARTICLE  I. 

BOUND  ABIES. 

The  Boundaries  of  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington shall  be  as  follows: 

Commencing  one  marine  le;>'^ue  west 
from  the  mouth  of  the  middle  oi  the  north 
ship-channel  of  the  Columbia  River;  thence 
along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Oregon,  up  said  river,  to  where  the  for- 
ty-sixth parallel  of  north  latitude  intersects 
the  same  near  the  mouth  of  the  "Walla  Wal- 
la River;  thence,  east  along  said  parallel  to 
where  it  intersects  the  middle  oi  the  main 
channel  of  Snake  River,  thence,  southerly, 
along  said  channel  of  Snake  River,  to 
where  it  intersects  the  forty-fiflii  parallel 
of  north  latitude;  thence,  east  idongsaid 
parallel,  to  where  it  intersects  the  meridian 
thirty  seven  degrees  and  thirty  minutes 
west;  thence,  north  along  said  meridian, 
to  where  it  intersects  the  crest  of  llie  Bitter 
Jloot  range  of  mountains;  thence,  north- 
westerly, along  the  crest  of  said  mountains, 
to  where  it  intersects  the  thirty-ninth  me- 
ridian  west;  thence,  north,  along  said  me- 
)  ridian  to  the  boundary  line  of  th  j  British 
!  Possessions;  thence,  westerly  along  the  line 
of  the  British  Possessions  to  a  point  one 
marine  league  west  from  the  mouth  of  the 
middle  channel  of  the  Straits  of  .!uan  dc 
Fuca;  thence  southerly,  a  distance  of  one 
marine  league  west  from  the  east  shore  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning— including  all  islands  and  parts  of  isl- 
ands within  said  boundaries,  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  11. 

EMINENT    DOMAIN. 

Section  1.  The  State  shall  have  concur- 
rent jurisdiction  on  all  rivers  bordering  on 
the  State,  so  far  as  such  rivers  shall  form 
A  common  boundary  to  the  State  and  any 
other  State  or  Territory,  now  or  hereafter 
to  be  formed  and    bounded  by  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  The  title  to   all  lands  or  other 


property,  which  has  accrued  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Washington,  by  gift,    grant,   pur- 
chase, forfeiture  or  otherwise,  shall  vest  in  ^ 
the  State.  *' 

Sec.  8.  The  People  of  the  State,  in  tbiii^- 
Rights  of  Sovereignty,  are  declared  to  jJo's-' 
sess  the  ultimate  property  in  and  to  all  lapds"; 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  tiie  St^te;  and  all 
lands,  the  title  to  which  shall  failfro.n  a  Js- 
fect  of  heirs,  shall  revert  or  esghekt  to  tbo 
State.  ■     ^' 

ARTICLE  III.     ,  ' 

DITSTKIBUTION   OF  POWERS  ^ 

Section  1.  The  Government  of  the  State, 
shall  be  divided  into  three  sepa'raW  and  dis- 
tinct departments,  to  wit:  the  Logislatlvs^ ' 
the  Executive  and  the  Judicial.'  ,  ' 

Sec.  2.  No  person,  or  collectipa'  of  ^er-, 
sons,  holding  any  position  in.  or;  ^exercis- 
ing any  authority  under,  one  -jFtliese^' dc-' 
partments,  shall  hold  any  office  lit  or  ,*qx-' 
ercise  au}^  authority  whatever,  tMider  either; 
of  the  others,  except  such  as  msf  t)e,°ex- 
pressly  provided  for  in  this  '^oristitutioQ. 
ARTICLE  iV.     ' ; ; 

SUFFRAGE    AND   ELECXIqVS-,, 

Section  1.  Every  male  person,  over  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  belonging  to  either 
of  the  following  classes,  w ho  shall  hav.e,^^- 
sided  in  the  State  for  six  months  next  pre- 
ceding any  election,  shall  be  deemed  a'^uai- 
ified  elector  at  sucli  election. 

1st — Citizens  of  the  United  States."'    ' 
2nd — Persons  of'foreign  birth,  who  shall 
have  declared  their    intentions  to  be- 
come citizens,  conformably  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  ou  the  subject  of 
naturalizatioE,  six  months  before  offer- 
ing to  vote. 
3rd — Persons  of  mixed  white  and  Indian 
blood,  who  have  adopted  the  customs 
and  habits  of  civilization. 
The  Legislature  may  prescribe  addition- 
al qualifications  for  electors  of  municipal 
and  school-district  elections. 

Sec.  2.  For  the  purpose  of  voting,  nO' 
person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a 
residence  by  reason  of  his  presence,  or  to 
have  lost  it  by  reason  of  his  absence,  while 
in  the  civil  or  military  service  of  the  State, 
or  of  the  United  States;  nor  while  a  stu- 
dent art  any  institution  of  learning,  nor 
while  kept  at  public  expense  in  any  poor- 
house  or  other  asylum,  nor  while  confined 
in  prison. 

Sec.  3.  Voters  shall,  in  all  cases  except 
treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be 


2  CONSTITUTION.  n  shall  be  con- 

privileired  frum  arrest  during  their  attend-  of  religion;  but  nothing  herei,.^  ^^  afflrma- 

~elections,  aud  in  going  to  and   re-  strued  to  dispense   with  oalV*^"^®  "f  ^*'''y 

therefrom.  ";^  tions;  but  the  liberty  of  cons(    °  *?  ^'^  ?^- 

person,  except  a  qualified  secured  shall  not  be  construeiPr.fl*^.'.'^" 


ance  at 
turning 

Sec.  4.  No 
elector,  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
civil  ofBce  in  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  general  election  shall  be  held 
biennially  en  the  Tuesdaj-^  next  succeeding 
the  first  Monday  of  November. 

Sec.  G.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall 


cuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or**  ^  "*  ^^^ 
consistent  with  the  peace  or  a,  .  ,  . 
State.  feprived  of 

Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  be  /"e process 
life,  liberty  or  propert}--  without  r^'^"°'^  °' 

of  law,  or  be  denied  the  equal  prL     , 
•     '  ^       *^  \t  of  sex, 


be  by  balloi,  and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  the  law.  ^ 

elect,  in  all  cases  except  where  the  person       Sec.  6.  No  person,  on   accouri J*""  P*^^' 

•who  shall  receive  them  shall  be  ineligible;  shall  be  disqualified  to  enter  upoi°^*"°°^ 

in  which  case  the  person  receiving  the  next  sue  any  of  the  lawful  business   a,  , 

highest  number  of  votes,  and  who  iseligi-  or  professions  of  life.  n'^^^h 

blCj  'shall  be  declared  elected.     Elections,        Sec.  7.  Every  person  may  freel.f '   ^""' 

by  persons  in  their  representative  capacity,  write  and  publish  his  opinions  on*',°J  ^'^^^ 

shall  be  t'/m  w(^,  and  a  majority  shall  be  jects,  being  responsible  for  the  abusi   '^^  ^^- 

necessfiry  to  an  election.  liberty;  and  no  law  shall  be  passed  ,     5^'* 

SEp.  7.  No  idiot  or  insane  person  shall  be  strain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  spcp  ''"^ 

entitled  to  the  privileges  of  an  elector.  the  press.    In  all  prosecutions  for  liM".'"-^*, 

Sec.  8.  Laws  shall  be  passed,  excluding  truth  may  be  given  in  evidence  to  the 

from  the  right  of  suffrage,  all  persons  who  and  if  it  appears  that  the  matter  char\jed  as^ 

have,  been  or  may  be  convicted  of  bribery,  libelous  be  true,  and  was  published   with 

perj.ury,  or  of  any  infamous  crime;  andde-  good  motives  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the 

priviug,  every  person  who  shall  make,   or  party  accused  shall  be  acquitted;  and  the 

become,  directly  or  indirectly,   interested  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the 

in  an^  bet  or  wager  depending  upon  the  re-  law  and  the  fact. 

suit  o^  any  election,  of  the  right  to  vole  at       Sec.  8.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  aa 

such  election.  swer  for  a  criminal  offense  without  due pro- 

Sec.  9.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  cess  of  law;  and  no  person,  for  the  same 

to  preserve  the  purity  of  elections,  and  to  offense  shall  be  put  twice  in  jeopardy  of 

guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  elective  f  ran-  punishment,   nor    again     be     put    upon 

chise,  and  shall,  for  thatpurpose,  have  the  trial    for    the    same  offense  after  having 


power  to  pass  laws  of  registration. 
<  "  ARTICLE  V. 

DECLAKATION   OF   RIGHT  _•. 

Section  1.  All  political  power  is  inhe- 
rent in  the  People,  aud  all  free  governments 
tire  founded  on  their  authority. 


been  once  acquitted  by  a  jury,  nor 
shall  be  compelled,  in  any  criminal  cause, 
to  be  a  witness  against  himself.  All  persons 
shall,  before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  suf- 
ficient sureties,  except  for  murder  in  the 
first  degree  and  treason,  where  the  proof  is 


SEC."rTire"peopie"o'f  thisStateiiave  the   ^^j^^.'^t  o**  "»«  presumption  great;  and  the 
sole  right  to  alter  or  abolish  this  Constitution   P"7A^g«_°L"i^,'^':".  _°A  'r'«'\£''r^''f  'l'?l* 
and  form  of  government,  whenever  they 
deem  it  necessary  t  j  their  safety  and  happi- 


not  be  suspended  unless  when,  In  case  of  ve- 
bolliou  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  ^ 
require.  The  right  of  trial  by  jurv  of 
twelve  persons  shall  remain  inviolate  il  all 
criminal  causes.  A  jury  in  civil  cause^ia 
all  Courts,  may  consist  of  less  that  twai.,'e  > 
persons,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law:  afc''1s] 
the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of 
whole  number  of  the  jury  shall  be  sufficiej 
for  a  verdict;  provided  that  the  right  may " 
waived  by  the  parties,  in  such  manner 
may  be  provided  by  law. 

liereafter  a  grand  jury  shall  consist  ol 


^ 


ness;  provided,  such  change  be  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Sb.c.  3.  All  persons  are  ly  nature  free, 
and  equally  entitled  to  certain  natural 
rights;  among  which  are,  those  of  enjoying 
and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties;  of 
acquiring,  possessing  aud  protecting  piop- 
erty;  and  of  seeking  and  obtaining  happi- 
ness. To  secure  these  rights,  governments 
are  instituted,  deriving  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed  per8ons,-any  five  of  whom,    concur4j 

Sec.  4.  A^'P^f^^^^^^^'^'^^^^^^  ing,  may  nnd  an  indictment;  provided,  tb^ 

No  person  shall  be  compelled  to  attend.  "^  le-establisu  tue  grand  jury  sj  stem, 
erect  or  support  anv  place  of    worship.       Sec.  9.  Every  person  in  the  State  shallj 

againsthisconsent;  and  no  preference  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certain  remedy  in  the  law/ 

be  given  hv  law  toanyrcligioussociety;  nor  for  all  wrongs  and  injuries  which  he  may 

shall  any  interference  with  the  rights  of  con-  receive  in  his  person,  character  or  property;  J 

science  be  uermitted.     No  religious  test  justice  shall  be  administered  to  all,   ireely  | 

shall  be  requfred  as  a  qualification  for  office;  and  without  purchase;  completely  and  witb- 

nor  shall  any  person  incompetent  to  be  a  wit-  out  denial;  promptly  and  without  delay; 

ness  on  account  of  liis  opinions  on  matters  and  all  Courts  shall  beopentothe  pubUc. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Sec.  10.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  se- 
cure ia  their  persons,  papers,  houses  and 
effects,  against  unreasonable  seizure  and 
search  shall  not  be  violated ;  and  no  war- 
rant shall  issue  except  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing, 
describing,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  place 
to  be  searched,  and  the  person  or  thing  to 
be  seized. 

Sec.  11.  There  shall  never  be,  in  this 
State,  involuntary  servitude,  save  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted. 

Sec.  13.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned 
for  debt  except  in  case  of  fraud  in  contract- 
ing the  same,  or  of  an  absconding  debtor 
having  means  legally  applicable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts  or  some  parts  thereof. 

Sec.  13.  In  criminal  prosecutions,  the  ac- 
cused shall  have  the  right  to  appear  and  de- 
fend in  person  and  by  counsel;  to  demand 
the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to 
have  a  copy  thereof;  to  testify  in  his  own 
behalf;  to  meet  the  witnesses  against  him 
face  to  face;  to  have  process  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  witnesses  in  his  behalf;  and 
a  speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  the  county  or  district  in  which  the  of- 
fense is  alleged  to  have  been  committed. 

Sec.  14.  No  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post 
facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,  or  making  any  irrevoca- 
ble grant  of  special  privileges,  franchises 
or  immunities,  shall  ever  be  passed  by  the 
Legislature. 

Sec.  15.  Private  property  shall  not  be 
taken  or  damaged  for  public  use  without 
just  compensation;  and  no  person's  partic- 
ular services  shall  be  required  without  just 
payment  therefor. 

Sec.  16.  The  rights  of  the  people  to 
peacefully  assem!»le  and  consult  for  the  com- 
mon good,  and  to  petition  for  the  redress 
of  grievances,  shall  never  be  restrained  or 
abridged. 

Sec.  17.  The  military  shall  always  be  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

Sec.  18.  All  laws  in  relation  to  the  pos- 
session, enjoyment  and  descent  of  proper- 
ty, shall  be  alike  applicable  to  resident 
aliens  and  citizens. 

Sec.  19.  The  right  of  the  people  to  keep 
and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed;  but 
this  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  justify 
the  carrying  of  concealed  weapons 

Sec.  20.  All  elections  shall  be  free  and 
open;  and  no  power,  civil  or  military,  shall 
interfere  to  prevent  the  free  exercise  of  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

Sec.  21.  Treason  against  the  State  shall 
consist  only  in  levying  war  against  the  same, 
or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort;  and  no  person  shall  be 
convicted  of  treason  unless  on  the  testimo- 
ny of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act, 
or  on  his  own  confession  in  open  Court. 

Sec.  22.  No  person  shall  be  transported 


out  of  the  state  for  any  offense  committed 
within  the  same;  and  no  conviction  shall 
work  a  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture 
ot  estate. 

Sec.  23.  All  lands  within  the  State  are 
declared  to  be  allodial;  and  feudal  tenures^ 
with  all  their  incidents,  are  prohibited. 
Leases  and  grants  for  agricultural  lands  for 
a  longer  term  than  fifteen  years,  in  which, 
rent  or  services  of  any  kind  shall  be  reserv- 
ed, and  all  fines  and  like  restraints  upon 
alienation,  reserved  in  any  grant  of  laad 
hereafter  made,  are  declared  to  be  void. 

Sec.  24.  No  law  shall  be  passed,  grant- 
ing to  any  citizen  or  class  of  citizens,  priv- 
ileges or  immunities  which,  upon  the  same 
terms,  shall  not  equally  belong  to  all  citi- 
zens. 

Sec.  25,  The  operation  of  the  laws  shall 
never  be  suspended,  except  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  26.  The  enumeration  in  this  Con- 
stitution of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  deny,  impair  or  disparage  others 
retained  by  the  people. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

LEGISLATIVK. 

Section  1.  TheLegislativepowerofthis 
State  shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct  bran- 
ches; the  one  to  be  styled  the  Senate,  and 
tbe  other  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
both  together,  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Washington. 

The  style  of  all  laws  shall  be:  "Be  it  en- 
acted by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Washington." 
Sec.  2.  Thenumberof  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  never  be 
less  than  eighteen  nor  more  than  sixty. 
The  Senate  shall  consist  of  one-third  the 
number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Sec.  3.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by 
law  for  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  at  the 
end  of  every  ten  years  thereafter;  and,  at 
its  first  session  after  such  enumeration,  and 
after  each  enumeration  made  by  authority 
of  the  United  States,  the  Legislature  shall 
apportion  and  district  anew  the  members 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of.  Representa- 
tives, according  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
lants,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed  and  sol- 
diers and  officers  of  the  United  States  ar- 
my and  navy.  > 

Sec.  4.  Elections  for  members  of  the 
Legislature  shall  be  held  biennially.  When 
vacancies  occur  in  either  House,  the  Gov- 
ernor sliall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill 
such  vacancies. 

Sec.  5.  Senators  shall  be  elected  for  the 
term  of  four  years,  and  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  term  of 
two  years;  provided,  that  the  members  of 
both  Houses  first  elected  shall  hold  their 
offices  until  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting 


<:'t^M 


CONSTITUTION. 


of  the  second  Legislature,  but  no  longer. 

Sec.  6.  No  peison  shall  be  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  who  shall  not  be  aqualltied 
elector  of  tlie  district  for  which  he  is  cho- 
sen, and  wiio  sliall  not,  for  at  least  twelve 
months  next  preceding  his  election,  have 
resided  therein ;  prorldcd,  that  any  person 
who  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution  is  a  qualified  elector  in  the 
county  or  district  for  which  he  shall  be  cho- 
sen, shall  be  eligible  tothefirstLegislature. 

Sec.  7.  The  first  Legislature  shall  divide 
the  State  into  at  least  ten  legislative  districts 
in  each  of  which  one  Senator  and  three 
Representatives  shall  be  elected  at  the  gen- 
eral election  then  nextensuing;  and  the  dis- 
tricts shall  be  of  convenient  contiguous  ter- 
ritory, to  be  bounded  by  county,  precinct 
or  ward  lines;  and  the  number  may  be  in- 
creased, but  shall  never  exceed  twenty. 
The  Legislative  districts  shall  be  numbered 
in  regular  series,  and  the  Senators  chosen 
by  the  odd-numbered  districts  shall  go  out 
-of  ofl3ce  at  the  expiration  of  the  second 
year;  and  the  Senators  chosen  by  the  even- 
numbered  districts  shall  go  out  of  ofticeat 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year;  and  there- 
after the  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  the 
term  of  four  years. 

Representatives  shall  hold  their  office  for 
the  term  of  two  years.  In  all  elections  of 
Representatives,  after  such  division,  each 
qualified  elector  may  cast  as  many  votes 
for  one  candidate  as  there  are  Representa- 
tives to  be  elected  in  the  district,  or  he  may 
distribute  the  same,  or  equal  parts  thereof, 
among  the  candidates,  as  he  shall  see  fit; 
and  the  candidates  highest  in  votes  shall 
be  elected.  But  the  legislature  may  at  any 
time  after  the  year  1890,  adopt  the  system 
known  as  the  preferential  system,  in  the 
election  of  Representatives,  and  enact  such 
laws  as  will  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into  ef- 
fect. The  terms  of  office  of  Senators  and 
Representatives,  elected  at  anytime  subse- 
quent to  the  first  election,  shall  commence 
at  the  end  of  the  term  of  those  in  office  at 
the  time. 

Sec.  8.  Each  member  of  the  legislature, 
as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  shall  re- 
ceive four  dollars  for  each  day's  attend- 
ance, and  ten  cents  for  each  mile  necessa- 
rily traveled  in  going  to  or  returning  from 
the  seat  of  government,  and  shall  not  re- 
ceive any  other  compensation,  perquisite, 
or  allowance  whatsoever.  No  session  of  the 
Legislature,  except  the  first,  shall  exceed 
forty  days.  The  legislature  shall  never 
grant  any  extra  compensation  lo  any  pub- 
lic officer,  agent,  servant  or  contractor,  af- 
ter the  service  shall  have  been  rendered,  or 
the  contract  entered  into;  nor  shall  the 
compensation  or  mileage  of  any  public  of- 
ficer be  increased  or  diminished  during  his 
term  of  office. 

Sec.  9.  There  shall  be  biennial  sessions 
of  the  legislature.  Each  House  shall  be  the 


judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifi- 
cations of  its  own  members;  and  a  major- 
ity of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business;  but  a  smaller  numlier  may  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  and  may  compel 
the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such 
manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  each 
House  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  10.  Each  House  shall  have  power 
to  determine  its  rules  of  proceeding,  and 
punish  its  members  or  other  persons,  for 
contempt  or  disorderly  behaviurin  its  pres- 
ence; to  enforce  obedience  to  its  process; 
to  protect  its  members  against  violeucti.or 
offers  of  bribes,  or  private  solicitatioas, 
and — with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  all  the  members  elected — to  expel  a 
member,  butnot  asecond  time  for  the  same 
cause;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers  nec- 
essary for  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  leg- 
islature. A  member  expelled  for  corrup- 
tion, shall  net  thereafter  be  eligible  to 
either  branch  of  the  same  legislature;  and 
punishment  for  contempt  or  disorderly  be- 
havior shall  not  bar  a  criminal  prosecution 
for  the  same  offense. 

Sec.  11.  The  Senate  shall,  at  the  begin- 
ning and  close  of  each  regular  session,  and 
at  such  other  times  as  may  be  necessary, 
elect  one  of  its  members  as  President. 

Sec.  13.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  jour 
nal  of  its  proceedings;  and  may,  in  its  dis 
cretion,  from  time  to  time,  publish  the 
same.  The  doors  of  each  House  shall  be 
kept  open,  except  when  the  public  welfare 
shall  require  secresy.  Neither  House  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn 
for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other 
place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses 
shall  be  sitting. 

Sec.  13.  Members  of  the  legislature 
shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony, 
violation  of  their  oath  of  office,  and  breach 
'of  the  peace,  be  priveleged  from  arrest, 
during  their  attendance  at  any  session  of 
the  legislature,  and  in  going  to  and  return- 
ing from  the  same;  and  no  member  shall 
be  liable  in  any  criminal  action  or  crimi- 
nal prosecution  whatever  for  words  spo- 
ken in  debate. 

Sec.  14.  No  act  of  the  legislature  shall 
take  «flect  until  ninety  days  after  its  pass- 
age, unless  in  case  of  emergency  (which 
shall  be  expressed  in  the  preamble  of  the 
act)  the  legislature  shall,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  men^bers  elected,  otherwise 
direct.  No  bill,  except  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  for  theeipenses  of  the  gov- 
ernment, introduced  in  either  House  after 
the  expiration  of  the  first  thirty  days  of 
the  session,  shall  become  a  law,  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Governor  by  special  message ;  and  no  blli  ex- 
cept one  so  recommended,  shall  be  consid- 
ered or  become  a  law,  unless  referred  to  o 
committee,  returned  therefrom,  and  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  members. 
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Sec.  15.  No  bill,  except  for  general  ap- 
pi'opriations,  shall  be  passed,  containing 
more  tlmn  one  subject,  which  shall  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  title;  but  if  any  subject 
shall  be  embraced  in  any  act,  which  shall 
not  be  expressed  in  the  title,  such  act  shall 
be  void  only  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  shall 
not  be  so  expressed. 

Sec.  16.  Every  bill  (except  one  recom- 
mended by  the  Governor  as  aforesaid,  and 
except  a  general  revision  of  the  statutes) 
shall  be  read  at  length  at  least  once  in  each 
House;  all  substantial  amendments  there- 
to shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers betore  final  vote  on  the  bill;  and  no 
bill  shall  become  a  law  unless  a  majority 
of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  House 
shall  vote  in  its  favor,  nor  unless,  on  its 
final  passage,  the  vote  be  taken  by  ayes  and 
noes,  and  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  17.  No  law  shall  be  revised  or 
amended  by  reference  to  its  title  alone,  but 
as  much  thereof  as  is  revised  or  extended 
shall  be  re-enacted  and  published  at  length 
as  amended.  The  legislature  shall  not  pass 
local  or  special  laws  in  any  of  the  following 
cases,  viz:  for  laying  out,  opening,  alter- 
ing, or  working  roads  or  highways;  vacat- 
ing roads,  town  plats,  streets,  alle3's  and 
public  grounds;  regulating  county  or  pre- 
cinct aft'airs;  regulating  the  practice  in 
courts  of  justice;  regulating  the  jurisdic- 
tions of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  police  mag- 
istrates and  constables;  changing  the  rules 
of  evidence  in  any  trial  or  inquiry;  pro- 
viding for  change  of  venue  in  civil  or 
criminal  causes;  declaring  any  person  of 
age;  the  protection  of  game  or  shell-fish; 
limitation  of  civil  actions,  or  giving  effect 
to  informal  or  invalid  deeds;  summoning 
or  empaneling  jurors;  providing  for  the 
management  of  common  schools;  regulat- 
ing the  rate  of  interest  on  money;  the 
opening  or  conducting  of  any  election,  or 
designating  the  place  of  voting;  the  sale 
or  mortgage  of  real  estate  belsnging  to 
minors  or  others  under  disability;  charter- 
ing or  licensing  ferri'es  or  toll-bridges;  re- 
mitting fines,  penalties  or  forfeitures;  cre- 
ating, increasing  or  decreasing  fees,  per- 
centage or  allowance  of  public  officers; 
changing  the  law  of  descent;  granting  to 
any  corporation,  association  or  individual, 
any  special  or  exclusive  privilege,  immuni- 
ty or  franchise  whatever;  allowing  the  re- 
demption of  real  estate  sold  for  taxes  or 
under  the  final  process  of  any  court. 

Sec.  18.  The  presiding  officer  of  each 
House  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  House 
over  which  he  presides,  sign  all  bills  and 
joint  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature, 
the  title  of  which  shall  be  publicly  read 
immediately  before  signing;  and  the  fact 
of  signing  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
Sec.  19.  The  legislature  shall  prescribe 
by  law  the  number,  duties  and  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  and  employees  of  each 


House,  and  no  payment  shall  be  made  to 
any  officer  or  employee,  who  does  not  dis- 
charge his  duties  in  person. 

Sec.  20.  The  legislature  shall  provide  by 
law  that  all  stationery  required  for  the  use 
of  the  State;  and  all  printing  and  binding 
authorized  and  required  by  them  to  be 
done  for  their  use  or  for  the  State,  shall  be 
let  by  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder;  but 
the  legislature  may  establish  a  maximum 
price.  No  member  or  officer  of  any  de- 
partment of  the  government  shall  be  in  any 
way  interested  in  any  such  contract. 

Sec.  21.  Any  bill  may  originate  in  either 
House  of  the  legislature,  and  a  bill  passed 
by  one  House  may  be  amended  by  the  oth- 
er. 

Sec.  22.  The  legislature  shall  never  au- 
thorize any  lottery,  nor  grant  any  divorce; 
the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  shall  be  prohib- 
ited by  law. 

Sec.  23.  The  general  appropriation  bill 
shall  embrace  only  appropriations  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Executive,  Leg- 
islative and  Judicial  departments;  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  and  for  purposes  of  ed- 
ucation. All  other  appropriations  shall  be 
made  by  separate  bill,  each  embracing  but 
one  subject. 

Sec.  24.  No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  except  upon  an  appropriatioa 
by  law,  and  by  warrant  drawn  by  the 
proper  officer  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Sec.  25.  The  legislature  shall  not  dele- 
gate to  any  special  commission,  private  cor- 
poration or  association,  any  power  to  make, 
supervise  or  interfere  with  any  municipal 
improvement,  money,  property  or  effects, 
whether  held  in  trust  or  otherwise,  or  to 
levy  taxes  or  to  perform  aay  municipal 
function  whatever. 

Sec.  26.  No  act  of  the  legislature  shall 
authorize  the  investment  of  trust  funds  by 
executors,  administrators,  guardians  or 
other  trustees,  in  the  bonds  or  stock  of  any- 
private  corporation. 

Sec.  27.  No  obligation  or  liability  of 
any  person,  association  or  corporation, 
held  or  owned  by  the  State  or  by  any  mu- 
nicipal corporation,  shall  be  exchanged, 
transferred,  remitted,  released,  po.stponed 
or  in  any  way  diminished  by  the  legisla- 
ture; nor  shall  such  liability  or  obligatioa 
be  extinguished  except  by  payment  there- 
of into  the  proper  treasur3^ 

Sec.  28.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote, 
to  which  the  concurrence  of  both  houses- 
may  be  necessary,  except  on  the  question 
of  adjournment  or  relative  solely  to  the 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  two 
houses,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor 
for  his  approval ;  if  he  disapprove,  he  shall 
return  it  with  his  objections,  to  the  house 
in  which  it  originated,  when  it  shall  take 
the  course  prescribed  in  case  of  a  bill. 

Sec.  29.  A  member  who  has  a  private 
interest  in  any  bill  proposed  or  pending 
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l>efore  the  legislature  shall  disclose  the  fact  Sec.  4.  The  Governor  shall  be  command- 
to  the  house  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  er-in-chief  of  the  military  and  naval  forces 
«ball  not  vote  thereon.  of  the  State.    He  shall  have  power  to  con- 

Sec.  30.  The  legislature  shall  direct  by  vene  the  legislature  on  extraordinary  occa- 
law  in  what  manner  and  in  what  courts  sions,  by  proclamation,  stating  the  purpos- 
suits  may  be  brought  against  the  State.  es  for  which  it  is  assembled.    But  at  such 

Sec.  31.  The  legislature  shall  determine  session,  no  business  shall  be  transacted  oth- 
what  persons  constitute  the  militia  of  the  er  than  that  specially  named  in  the  procla- 
8tate;  and  may  provide  fororganizing  and  matiou;  and  in  case  of  invasioH,  or  insur- 
disciplining  1  he  same  in  such  manner  as  rection,  or  danger  from  the  prevalence  of 
may  be  prescribed  by  law.  contagious  disease  at  the  scat  of  govern- 

Sec.  32.  In  all  elections  to  be  made  by  ment,  he  may  convene  it  at  any  other  place 
the  legislature,  the  members  thereof  shall  in  the  State.  He  shall  transact  all  necessa- 
vote  viva  voce,  and  their  votes  shall  be  en-  ry  business— civil  and  military.  He  shall 
tered  on  the  journal.  expedite  all  such  measures  as  shall  be  re- 

Sec.  33.  The  legislature  may,  by  general   solved  upon  by  the  legislature,   and  shall 
law,  confer  upon  the  Boards  of  Commis-   see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed, 
sioners  of  the  several  counties,  such  pow-       Sec.  5.  The  Governor  shall  have  power 
er  of  a  local,  legislative  character,  as  they    to  grant  reprieves,  commutations  and  par- 
shall  from  time  to  time  prescribe.  dons,  after  conviction,  for  all  offenses  ex- 
Sec.  34.  The  legislature  shall   pass  laws   cept  treason,  upon  such  conditions,   and 
defining  the  personal  and  property   rights    with  such  restrictions  and  limitations,  as 
of  married  women.  may  be  provided  by  law.     Upon   convic- 
Sec.  35.  The  privilege  of  the  debtor  to    tion  of  any  person  for  treason,   he  shall 
enjoy  the  necessary  comforts  of  life  shall   have  power  to  suspend  the  execution  of 
be  recognized  by  wholesome  laws,  exempt-   the  sentence  until  the  case  shall  be  report- 
ing a  reasonable  amount  of  property  from   ed  to  the  legislature  at  its  next  meeting, 
seizure  or  sale  for  the  payment  of  any    when  the  legislature  shall  either  pardon,  or 
debt  or  liability  hereafter  contracted.  commute  the  sentence,  direct  its  execution, 
ARTICLE  VII.  or  grant  a  further  reprieve.    The  Governor 
EXECUTIVE.  shall  communicate  to  the   legislature,  at 
Section  1.  The     Suprprae     Executive   each  regular  session,  every  case  of  reprieve, 
Power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Gov-   commutation  or  pardon  granted,  stating- 
ernor,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four   the  name  of  the  convict,  the  crime  of  which 
years,  and  shall  not  be  eligible  to  the  office   he  was  convicted,  the  sentence  and  Its  date, 
for  the  next  succeeding  term.  and  the  date  of  the  commutation,   pardon 
Sec.  2.  No  perso*  shall  be  eligible  to  the   or  reprieve,  with  his  reasons  for  granting 
oflOice  of  Governor  unless  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  same. 

the  United  States,  and  shall  have  attained  Sec.  6.  In  case  of  the  failure  to  qualify, 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  has  been  for  removal  from  office,  death,  resignation,  ab- 
three  years  next  preceding  his  election  an  sence  from  the  State,  or  other  disability  of 
inhabitant  of  the  State.  the  Governor,  the  powers,  duties  and  craol- 

Sec.  3.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  uments  of  the  office,  for  the  residue  of  the 
the  qualified  electors  of  the  State,  at  the  term,  or  until  the  disability  be  removed, 
general  election  next  preceeding  the  expira-  shall  devolve  upon  the  president  of  the 
tion  of  an  executive  term.  The  returns  of  senate,  or  if  there  be  no  president  of  the 
every  election  for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  *  senate,  or  if,  for  any  of  the  above-named 
up  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  causes,  he  shall  become  incapable  of  per- 
State,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the  House  forming  the  duties  of  Governor,  the  office 
ot  Representatives,  who  shall,  immediate-  shall  devolve  upon  the  speaker  of  the  house 
ly  upon  tiie  organization  of  the  house,  and  of  representatives,  with  like  powers,  du- 
before  proceeding  to  other  business,  open  ties  and  emoluments,  for  the  residue  of  the 
and  publish  the  same,  in  the  presence  of  a  term,  or  until  the  disability  shall  be  re- 
majority  «f  both  houses  of  the  legislature,   moved. 

who  shall,  forthat  purpose,  assemble  in  the  Sec.  7.  Every  bill  passed  by  the  legisla- 
house  of  representatives.  The  person  hav-  ture  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  pre- 
insc  the  highest  nnmber  of  votes  for  said  sented  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval. 
ofBce  shall  be  declared  duly  elected.  But  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but,  if  not, 
if  two  or  more  have  an  equal  and  the  high-  he  shall  return  the  same,  with  his  objec- 
est  number  of  votes  for  the  same  office,  one  tiona,  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated; 
of  them  shall  immediatelv  be  chosen  there-  which  house  shall  enter  the  objections  at 
to  by  the  house  on  joint  ballot,  and  shall  large  upon  its  journal,  and  proceed  to  re- 
be  declared  duly  elected  Governor.  Con-  consider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration, 
tested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be  de-  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  that 
termined  by  the  two  bouses  of  the  legisla-  house  should  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall 
ture,  on  joint  ballot,  in  such  manner  as  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the 
sliall  be  prescribed  by  law.  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  also  be  recon- 
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idered;  and,  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of 
le  members  elected  to  that  house,  it  shall 
become  a  law.  In  all  such  cases,  the  vote 
of  each  house  shall  be  determined  by  ayes 
aud  noes,  to  be  entered  on  their  respective 
journals.  If  any  bill  sDall  not  be  returned 
by  the  Governor  within  five  days  (Sundays 
excepted),  after  it  shall  have  been  present- 
ed to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law,  un- 
less the  legislature,  by  its  adjournment,  pre- 
vent its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  be 
filed,  with  its  objections,  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  within  ten  days  af- 
ter such  adjournment,  orelse  become  alaw. 
Sec.  8.  The  Governor  may  require  infor- 
mation in  writing,  from  the  officers  of  the 
administrative  and  military  departments  of 
the  State,  upon  an}"^  subject  relating  to  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices;  which  in- 
formation shall  be  given  upon  oath  when- 
ever so  required.  He  may  also  require  in- 
formation in  writing  at  any  time,  under 
oath,  from  all  officers  and  managers  of 
Stale  institutions.  The  Governor  shall,  at 
the  commencemrnt  of  each  session,  and 
from  time  to  time,  by  message,  give  to  the 
legislature,  information  of  the  condition  of 
the  State,  and  shall  recommend  such  meas- 
ures as  he  shall  deem  expedient.  He  shall 
also  send  to  the  legislature,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  session,  a  statement  of  all 
monej's  of  the  State,  expended  by  him  or 
under  his  direction;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
present  estimates  of  the  amounts  of  mon- 
eys required  to  be  raised  by  taxation  for 
all  State  expenditures. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

JUDICIAL. 

Sec.  1.  The  Court  for  the  trial  of  im- 
peachments shall  be  composed  of  the  sen- 
ate. The  house  of  representatives  shall 
have  the  power  of  impeaching  all  civil  offi- 
cers of  the  State,  for  corrupt  conduct  in 
office,  or  for  crimes  and  misdemeanors;  but 
a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  shall 
concur  in  an  impeachment.  On  a  trial  of 
an  impeachment  against  the  Governor,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
preside.  No  judicial  officer  shall  exercise 
his  office  after  he  shall  be  impeached  until 
his  acquittal.  Before  the  trial  of  an 
impeachment,  the  members  of  the  court 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  truly  and 
impartially  to  try  the  impeachment  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence;  and  no  person  shall  be 
convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  elected.  Judgment, 
in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not  extend 
further  than  removal  from  office,  or  remov- 
al fiom  office  and  disqualification  to  hold 
any  office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust  under 
the  State;  but  this  shall  not  prevent  the 
officer  from  being  prosecuted  and  punished 
in  the  courts  according  to  law. 

Sec.  2.  The  judicial  power  of  the  State, 
both  as  to  matters  of  law  and  equity,  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court;    Circuit 


Courts;  Probate  Courts;  Justices  of  the 
peace,  and  such  inferior  municipal  courts 
at  may  be  provided  by  law.  ^ 

Sec.  3.  The  Supreme  Court,  except  in 
cases  otherwise  provided  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, shall  have  appellate  juiisdictiou  in  all 
chancery  causes,  and  jurisdiction  in  all  ac- 
tions at  law,  civil  and  criminal,  upon  writs 
of  error,  which  shall  be  co-extensive  with 
the  State;  but  in  no  case  removed  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  shall  a  trial  by  jury  be  al- 
lowed. The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  a 
general  superintending  control  over  all  in- 
ferior courts,  under  such  regulations  and 
limitations  as  may  be  prescribed  bylaw;  it 
shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas 
corpus,  mandamus,  injunction,  quo  war- 
ranto, certiorari,  and  other  original  and 
remedial  writs,  and  to  hear  and  determine 
the  same. 

Sec.  4.  For  the  term  of  four  years  and 
thereafter,  until  the  legislature  shall  other- 
wise provide,  the  j  i  Igcs  of  the  several  cir- 
cuit courts  shall  be  ex  officio  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  a  majority  of  whom  shall 
constitute  a  quorum;  and  a  concurrence  of 
a  majority  of  the  judges  present  shall  be 
necessary  to  a  decision;  provided,  that  in  the 
event  the  court  shall  be  equally  divided  in 
opinion,  the  cause  shall  be  continued  for  re- 
argument;  and  if  upon  re-argument,  the 
court  shall  again  be  divided  in  opinion,  the 
judgment  below  shall  be  affirmed.  The  leg- 
islature shivU  have  power,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  said  term,  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
organization  of  a  separate  Supreme  Court, 
with  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  prescrib- 
ed by  this  Constitution;  to  consist  of  one 
chief  justice,  and  two  associate  justices,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  The 
Supreme  Court,  when  so  organized,  shall 
not  be  changed  or  discontinued  by  the  leg- 
islature; the  judges  thereof  shall  beso  classi- 
fied that  but  one  of  them  shall  go  out  of  of- 
fice at  the  same  time;  and  their  terms  of  of- 
fice shall  be  the  same  as  is  provided  for 
judges  of  the  circuit  courts. 

Sec.  5.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into 
three  judicial  circuits,  to  be  composed  as 
follows:  The  first  circuit  shall  comprise  all 
that  portion  of  the  State  lying  east  of  the 
summit  of  the  Cascade  mountains,  except 
the  county  of  Klickitat. 

The  second  circuit  shall  comprise 
the  counties  of  Chehalis,  Clarke,  Cowlitz, 
Klickitat,  Lewis,  Mason,  Pacific,  Skama- 
nia, Thurston  and  Wahkiakum. 

The  third  circuit  shall  comprise  the  coun- 
ties of  Clallam,  Island.  Jefferson,  King,  Kit- 
sap, Pierce,  San  Juan,  Snohomish  and 
Whatcom. 

Sec.  6.  The  legislature  may  alter  the  lim- 
its, or  increase  the  number,  of  circuits, 
making  them  as  convenient  and  compact  as 
practicable,  and  bounding  them  by  county 
lines V  but  no  such   alteration  or  increase 
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shall  have  the  effect  to  remove  a  judge 
from  ollice. 

la  case  of  an  increase  of  circuits,  \he 
judge  or  judges  shall  be  elected,  as  provid- 
ed in  this  Constitution,  and  receive  a  sala- 
ry not  less  tlian  that  provided  for  judges 
of  the  circuit  court. 

Sec.  7.  For  each  circuit  there  shall  be  a 
judgechosen  by  the  qualified  electors  there- 
in, who  shall  hold  his  office  as  is  provided 
la  this  Constitution.  One  of  the  judges 
shall  be  designated  as  Chief  Justice,  by  the 
Governor  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate.  The  judges  first  chosen 
under  this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  at 
the  first  general  election  provided  herein 
for  members  of  the  legislature;  and  shall 
hold  their  otflces  for  the  term  of  four  years. 
The  legislature  shall,  at  its  first  session, 
provide  by  law,  as  well  for  the  election  of, 
as  for  classifying,  the  judges  to  be  there 
after  elected  in  such  manner  that  one  of  said 
judges  shall  go  out  of  office  in  two  years, 
one  in  four  years,  and  the  remaining  judge 
or  judges  in  six  years;  and  thereafter  the 
.'(Udge  or  judges  elected  to  fill  the  office 
shall  hold  the  same  for  six  years. 

Sec.  8.  In  all  causes  submitted  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  in  all  causes  tried  by 
the  circuit  courts,  without  a  jury,  the  judg- 
ment or  decree  shall  be  rendered  at  the 
same  term  at  which  the  causes  are  submit- 
ted, or  within  thirty  days  thereafter;  p?'<?- 
vided,  that  judgments  and  decrees  may 
be  rendered  by  judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
in  vacation  or  upon  default  for  failure  to 
plead  or  answer. 

Sec.  9.  The  circuit  courts  shall  have 
original  jurisdiction  in  all  matters,  civil  and 
criminal,  within  this  State,  not  excepted  in 
this  Constitution,  and  not  hereafter  prohib- 
ited bylaw;  and  appellate  jurisdiction  from 
all  inferior  courts  and  tribunals;  and  a  su- 
pervisory control  over  the  same.  They, 
and  the  judges  thereof  respectively  in  vaca- 
tion shall  have  power  to  grant  writs  of  ha- 
beas corpus,  mandamus,  prohibition,  in- 
junction, quo  warranto,  centiorari,  and 
other  original  and  remedial  writs  necessary 
to  carry  into  effect  their  judgments  and  de- 
crees, and  give  them  a  general  control  over 
inferior  courts,  officers  anel  jurisdictions, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  said  writs  at 
such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
provided  by  law. 

Remedies  at  law  must  be  administered 
separately  from  those  in  equity. 

Sec.  10.  There  shall  be  a  clerk  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  appointed  by  the  judges 
thereof,  who  shall  hold  his  office  during 
the  pleasure  of  said  judges;  and  his  com- 
pensation shall  be  such  fees  as  may  be  pro- 
vided by  law. 

Sec.  11  There  shall  be  a  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  in  each  county  where  such  co\irts 
are  authorized  to  be  held,  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  judge  of  the  circuit,   and 


who  shall  hold  hisoffice  during  the  pleasun 
of  said  judge;  his  compensation   shall 
such  fees  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  12.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  ia 
the  office  of  judge  of  the  Separate  Supreme 
Court,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  i)y  ap- 
pointment by  the  Governor,  which  appoint- 
ment shall  hold  good  until  asuccessor  is  ap- 
pointed, by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate;  which  successor  shall 
hold  his  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  un- 
expired term. 

Sec.  13.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  ia 
the  office  of  judge  of  the  circuit  court, 
such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appoint- 
ment by  the  Governor;  and  the  appointee 
shall  hold  for  the  reiiiainder  of  the  unex- 
pired term. 

Sec.  14.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
Circuit  courts  shall  not  receive  fees  of  of- 
fice, or  other  compensation  than  their  sal- 
aries ;  thc3'  shall  not  be  eligible  to  any  office 
of  public  trust,  except  a  judicial  office,  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  they  are  respective- 
ly elected;  and  all  votes  for  either  for  any 
office  except  a  judicial  one,  given  by  the 
legislature  or  by  the  people,  shall  be  void. 
Every  judge  shall,  before  taking  his  office, 
subscribe  "and  file  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  written  pledge  that  he  will  not, 
during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected 
or  appointed,  accept  any  office  of  profit  or 
trust — except  a  judicial  office — under  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  under 
any  other  state  in  the  Union,  or  uoder  any 
foreign  power.  No  person  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  the  office  of  judge  who  shall  not,  at 
the  time  of  his  election  or  appointment, 
be  a  citizen  of  the  United  states,  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  be 
a  qualified  elector  within  the  jurisdictiou 
for  which  he  may  be  chosen. 

Sec.  15.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  hold 
at  least  one  term  annually,  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  stale,  at  such  time  as 
shall  be  provided  by  law;  and  the  legisla- 
ture may  provide  for  holding  other  terms, 
and  at  other  places,  when  they  may  deem 
it  necessary.  The  Circuit  Courts  shall  hold 
courts  at  such  times  and  places  as  now  are 
or  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  judges 
of  the  Circuit  Courts  may  hold  terms  for 
eacli  other,  and  shall  do  so  when  required 
by  laW; 

Sec.  16.  The  electors  of  the  several  pre- 
cincts, at  the  tim«  appointed  for  the  elec- 
tion of  county  commissioners,  shall,  in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  direct, 
elect  justices  of  the  peace,  whose  term  of 
office  shall  be  for  two  years.  They  shall 
have  jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred  by 
law,  but  they  shall  not  have  jurisdiction 
of  any  case  wherein  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty or  the  amount  in  controversy  exceeds 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  nor  where 
the  boundaries  or  title  to  real  estate  may 
be  called  in  question.    The  Supreme  and 
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Circuit  courts  shall  be  courts  of  record  and 
of  general  jurisdiction.  All  inferior  courts 
shall  be  courts  of  special  and  limited  ju- 
risdiction and  not  of  record. 

Sec.  17.  The  style  of  all  writs  and  pro- 
cess shall  be,  "The  People  of  the  State  of 
"Washington."  All  criminal  prosecutions 
shall  be  carried  on  in  tlie  name  and  by  the 
authoritj'  of  the  state. 

Sec.  18.  The  legislature  shall  provide 
for  the  speedy  publication  of  all  laws,  and 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  court. 

Sec.  19.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  electors  of  each  judicial  circuit, 
at  each  general  election  for  members  of  the 
legislature,  a  circuit  attorriey  for  each  cir- 
cuit, whose  term  of  office  shall  be  two 
years,  and  whose  duties  and  compensation 
shall  be  as  provided  by  law.  No  person 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  circuit  at- 
torney who  shall  not,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  be  a  qualified  elector  in  the  cir- 
cuit for  which  he  is  elected,  and  shall  have 
practiced  as  attorney  of  a  court  of  record 
for  at  least  five  years. 

Sec.  20.  All  officers  provided  for  by  this 
article,  except  judges  of  the  Separate  Su- 
preme Court,  shall  respectively  reside  in 
the  circuit,  county,  precinct  or  city  for 
which  they  may  be  elected  or  appointed. 

Sec.  21.  There  shall  be  a  probate  court 
in  each  county,  which  shallhavesuch  juris- 
sdiction  in  matters  relating  to  the  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  and  to  the  persons  and 
estates  of  minors  and  persons  of  unsound 
mind,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  This 
court  shall  consist  of  one  judge,  who  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
county,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  two  years.  He  shall  hold  court  at 
buch  times,  and  receive  such  compensation 
as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

ADMINISIBATIVE. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  chosen,  by 
the  qualified  electors,  of  the  State,  a  Sec- 
retary of  State,  a  State  Treasurer,  and  a 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four 
years.  They  shall,  during  their  terms  of 
office,  reside  at  the  seat  of  government, 
where  shall  be  kept  the  public  records, 
moneys,  securities,  books  and  papers  of 
their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  2.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall 
keep  a  fair  record  of  the  Acts  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  of  the  official  acts  of  the  Exec- 
utive departments  of  the  State;  and  shall, 
when  required,  lay  the  same,  and  all  mat- 
ters relating  thereto,  before  either  branch 
of  the  legislature.  He  shall  be,  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  auditor  of  public  accounts, 
and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Superintendent  of  public 
instruction    shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 


The  superintendent  of  public  instructions 
shall  be,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  state  li- 
brarian. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  hold  the  office 
gf  state  treasurer  for  two  successive  terms. 

Sec  5.  In  each  county,  there  shall  be 
elected  for  the  term  of  two  years,  three 
county  commissioners,  who  shall  perform 
such  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law; 
any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  and  who  shall 
be  elected  at  the  same  time  as  is  provided 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture. There  shall  also  be  elected  at  the 
same  time,  in  each  county,  one  county 
clerk,  who  shall  be  clerk  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  and  be  ex  officio  re- 
corder of  deeds;  onesherifi";  one  coroner; 
one  treasurer;  one  superintendent  of 
schools;  one  surveyor,  and  one  assessor; 
who  shall  severally  hold  their  offices  for  the 
term  of  two  years. 

Sec  6.  The  legislature  may  provide  for 
the  election  or  appointment  of  such  other 
county,  precinct,  municipal  and  school 
officers  as  public  convenien«e  may  require; 
and  the  terms  of  their  office  shall  be  as  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec  7.  The  legislature  shall,  by  law, 
classify  the  several  counties  according  to 
population,  and  shall  grade  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  within  the  respective 
classes  according  to  population.  Such  law 
shall  establish  fecales  of  fees  to  be  charged 
and  collected  by  such  of  the  county  and  pre- 
cinct officers  as  maybe  designated  therein, 
for  services  to  be  perfromed  by  them  re- 
spectirely;  and  where  salaries  are  provid- 
ed, the  same  shall  be  payable  only  out  of 
the  fees  actually  collecced,  in  cases  where 
fees  are  prescribed,  All  fees,  perquisites 
and  emoluments,  above  the  amount  of 
such  salaries,  shall  be  paid  into  the  county 
treasury. 

Sec  8.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
any  county  office  unless  he  shall  be  a  qual- 
ified elector,  and  have  resided  in  the  coun- 
ty one  year  next  preceding  his  election,  ex- 
cept as  otherwise  provided  in  this  constitu- 
tion. 

Sec.  9.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring 
in  the  office  of  either  the  secretary  of  state, 
state  treasurer,  or  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  the  Governor  shall  fill  the 
same  by  appointment;  and  the  person  ap- 
pointed shall  hold  such  office  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term;  and  in  case  of  a  va- 
cancy in  either  of  the  county,  precinct, 
municipal  or  school  offices  the  same  shall 
be  filled  in  such  manner  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

ARTICLE  X. 

OFFICKRS. 

Section  1.  Every  person  holding  any 
office  under  the  State,  or  any  municipality 
therein,  shall,  unless  removed  according 
to  law.  exercise  the  duties  of  such  office 
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until  his  successor  is  duly  qualified,  but 
this  shall  not  apply  to  members  of  the  leg- 
islature, nor  to  members  of  any  board  or 
assembly,  two  or  more  of  whom  are  elec- 
ted at  the  same  time.  The  legislature  may 
by  law  provide  for  suspending  any  officer 
in  his  functions,  pending  any  proceeding, 
the  effect  of  which,  if  convicted,  would  be 
removal  from  office. 

Sec.  2  No  person  shall  hold  any  office 
or  employment  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
laws  of  the  state,  or  any  ordinance  of  any 
municipality  therein,  without  devoting  his 
personal  attention  to  the  duties  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  hereafter  convicted 
of  embezzlement  of  public  moneys,  shall 
be  eligible  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit 
in  this  state,  unless  restored  to  the  rights  of 
citizenship  by  a  pardon  from  the  Governor. 

Sec.  4.  Every  civil  officer  shall,  before 
he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  lake 
an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
state  of  Washington,  and  to  faithfully  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  office  upon  which 
he  shall  be  about  to  enter. 

Sec.  5.  State  officers,  judges  of  the  su- 
preme and  circuit  courts,  and  circuit  at- 
torneys, shall  file  their  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions of  office  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  state.  Every  oiher  officer,  except  the 
officers  of  municipalities  and  school  dis- 
trict officers,  shall  file  his  oath  or  affirnaa- 
tion  of  office  in  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk  of  the  county  wherein  he  shall  have 
been  elected  or  appointed. 

Sec.  6.  Every  person  appointed  to  fill 
any  vacancy,  iu  any  elective  office,  shall 
hold  for  the  remainder  of  the  unexpired 
term,  unless  a  general  election  shall  inter- 
vene; in  which  case  his  successor  shall  be 
elected,  and  shall  hold  for  the  remainder 
of  the  term. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter 
fight  a  duel,  or  assist  in  the  same  as  a  sec- 
ond, or  send,  accept,  or  knowingly  carry 
a  challenge  therefor,  or  agree  to  go  out  of 
the  state  to  fight  a  duel,  shall  hold  any  of- 
fice in  this  state. 

Sec.  8.  Public  officers,  except  the  Gov- 
ernor and  judges  of  the  supreme  and  cir- 
cuit courts,  shall  not  be  impeached;  but 
corruption,  malfeasance,  misfeasance  or 
non-feasance  in  office  shall  be  prosecuted 
and  tried  in  the  same  manner  as  criminal 
offenses;  and  judgment,  upon  conviction, 
shall  be  given  of  dismissal  from  office,  in 
addition  to  such  other  punishment  as  may 
be  prescribed  therefor  by  law. 

Sec.  9.  The  compensation  of  all  officers, 
not  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  consti- 
tution, shall  be  as  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  10.  No  person,  being  a  member  of 
Congress,  or  holding  a  commission  to  any 
civil  or  military  office  under  the  United 
States,  except  postmaster    of  the  fourth 


class,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  under 
this  state;  and  if  any  person  shall,  after 
his  election  to  any  office,  be  appointed  to 
any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
State  or  Territory,  his  acceptance  thereof 
shall  vacate  his  office. 

Sec.  11.  Salaries  shall  be  paid  quarterly. 
The  Governor,  secretary  of  state,  superin- 
tendent of  public  instructions  and  state 
treasurer  shall  each  receive  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.  The  judges  of  the 
supreme  and  circuit  courts  shall  each  re- 
ceive two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
The  salary  of  circuit  attorney  shall  not  ex- 
ceed one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
ARTICLE  XI. 
education  . 
Section  1.  The  general  supervision  of 
the  public  schools  of  the  state  shall  be  vested 
in  a  board  of  education,  whose  powers  and 
duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  su- 
perintendent of  public  instruction,  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  state  treasurer  shall  con- 
stitute the  board  of  which  the  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction  shall  be  presi- 
dent. ' 

Sec.  3.  The  legislature  shall  as  soon  as 
practicable,  provide  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  a  thorough  and  uni- 
form system  of  free  public  schools  through- 
out the  State,  wherein  all  residents,  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years,  may 
be  educated  gratuitously.  One  or  more 
public  schools  may  be  maintained  in  each 
school  district  Vi^ithin  the  state  at  least 
three  months  in  each  year. 

Sec.  3.  The  public  school  fund  of  the 
state  shall  forever  remain  irreducible;  the 
interest  thereon  only  shall  be  expended  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  schools  of  the  state, 
and  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several 
counties  and  school  districts  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  provided  by  law.  No  part 
of  this  fund,  principal  or  interest,  shall 
ever  be  transferred  to  ariy  other  fund,  or 
used  or  appropriated  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  herein  provided.  The  state 
treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian  of  this  fund^ 
and  the  state  shall  make  good  all  losses 
thereof  that  may  in  any  manner  occur. 

Sec.  4.  The  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
all  lands  that  have  been,  or  hereafter  may 
be  granted  by  the  United  States  to  the  state 
for  educational  purposes  (except  the  lands 
heretofore  granted,  or  that  may  be  hereaf- 
ter granted  for  the  purposes  of  a  Univer- 
sity, or  for  a  college  of  agriculture,)  all 
moneys  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  prop- 
erty that  may  accrue  to  the  state  by  for- 
feiture or  escheat;  all  moneys  which  may 
be  paid  as  an  equivalent  for  military  duty; 
and  all  moneys  arising  from  any  grant  to 
the  state,  where  the  purposes  of  the  grant 
are  not  specified.  The  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  or  other  disposition  of  the  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  to,  which 
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the  state  is  entitled  on  its  admission,  by 
the  provisions  of  section  3378  of  the  revised 
statutes  of  the  United  States;  together 
with  the  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  which  the 
state  may  receive  on  its  admission  into  the 
Union  (if  Coagress  consents  to  such  ap- 
propriations last  mentioned) — shall  be  set 
apart  as  a  separate  fund,  to  be  called  the 
school  fund,  the  interest  of  which,  and  all 
other  revenues  derived  from  the  school 
lands,  shall  be  exclusivel}"^  applied  in  such 
manner  as  the  legislature  may  prescribe  to 
the  support  of  common  and  graded  schools 
and  to  the  purchase  of  suitable  libraries 
and  apparatus  therefor. 

Sec.  5.  All  fines,  penalties  and  forfeited 
recognizances,  arising  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  state,  shall  belong,  and  be  paid 
over,  to  the  counties  respectively,  where 
the  otTenses  shall  have  been  committed, 
and  shall  be  appropriated  exclusively  to 
the  support  of  common  schools  where  the 
same  may  accrue. 

Sec.  6.  Provisions  shall  be  made  by  law 
for  the  distribution  of  the  income  of  the 
school  fund  among  the  several  districts, 
for  the  support  of  common  schools  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  children  therein, 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one 
years;  and  no  appropriations  shall  be  made 
from  the  school  fund  of  any  district  for 
the  year  in  which  a  school  shall  not  be 
maintained  at  least  three  months. 

Sec.  7.  Provisions  shall  be  made  by  law 
for  the  support  of  the  State  University, 
and  for  connecting  with  the  same,  from 
time  to  time,  such  colleges,  in  different 
parts  of  the  state,  as  the  interests  of  edu- 
cation may  require.  The  proceeds  of  ali 
lands  that  have  been,  or  may  hereafter,  be 
granted  by  the  United  Slates,  to  the  Terri- 
tory or  the  State,  for  the  support  of  a  univer- 
sity, shall  be  and  remain  an  irreducible 
fund,  to  be  called  the  university  fund,  the 
interest  of  which  shall  be  apportioned  to 
the  support  of  the  state  university  and  its 
branches,  wherever  located  in  the  state; 
and  no  sectarian  instruction  shall  be  al- 
lowed therein. 

Sec.  8.  The  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction, the  secretary  of  state  and  the 
state  treasurer,  shall  constitute  a  state 
board  of  land  commissioners,  for  the  sale, 
leasing  and  general  management  of  the 
public  lands  belonging  to  the  state,  and 
for  the  investment  of  the  funds  arising 
.  therefrom,  in  such  manner  as  the  legisla- 
ture may  provide.  Any  two  of  said  com- 
missioners shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  all  business  pertaining  to  the  du- 
ties of  their  office. 

Seo.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  state 
board  of  land  commissioners  to  provide 
for  the  location,  protection,  sale  or  other 
dispositions  of  all  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  state  under  such  regulations  as  may  be 


prescribed  by  law.  No  law  shall  ever  be 
passed  by  the  legislature,  granting  any 
privileges  to  persons  who  may  have  set- 
tled upon  any  school  lands  subsequent  to 
the  public  surveys  thereof,  by  which  the 
amount  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  or  oth- 
er disposition  of  such  lands,  shall  be  di- 
minished directly  or  iadirectly.  The  leg- 
islature shall,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period,  provide  by  law  that  the  several 
grants  of  land,  made  by  Congress  to  the 
state,  shall  be  located,  preserved  and  held 
for  disposal,  for  the  respective  purpose* 
for  which  said  grants  were  made,  or  which 
are  designated  in  this  constitution;  and 
shall  provide  for  the  sale,  leasing  and  gen- 
eral management  of  said  lands  from  time 
to  time,  and  for  the  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  in  the  manner  directed  in 
this  constitution. 

Sec.  10.  University,  college,  common 
school  or  other  lands,  which  are  now  held 
or  may  be  liereafter  acquired  by  the  state, 
for  educational  purposes,  shall,  before  the 
sale  of  the  same,  be  appraised,  and  shall 
not  be  sold  for  less  than  the  appraised  value. 

Sec.  11.  There  shall  be  a  county  super- 
intendent of  schools  in  each  county,  whose 
term  of  office  shall  be  two  years;  and  whose 
duties,  qualifications  and  compensatioa 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  He  shall  be 
ex  officio  commissioner  of  lands  within  his 
county,  and  shall  discharge  the  duties  of 
said  office  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
board  of  land  commissioners,  and  as  pro- 
vided b}'  law. 

Sec.  12.  No  religious  test  or  qualifica- 
tion shall  ever  be  required  of  any  person 
as  a  condition  of  admission  into  any  pub- 
lic school  or  educational  institution  of  the 
state,  as  teacher  or  pupil;  and  no  sectarian 
doctrines  shall  ever  be  taught  in  the  public 
schools  in  this  state,  nor  shall  any  funds, 
set  apart  for  educational  purposes,  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  support  of  schools  con- 
trolled in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  church, 
religious  society  or  sectarian  denomination, 
and  no  appropriation  from  the  common 
school  fand  shall  be  made  for  the  support 
of  any  private  school  or  seminary  whatever- 


ARTICLE  XII, 

finances. 

Section  1.  The  Legislature  shall  provide- 
for  an  annual  tax,  sufficient  to  defray  the 
estimated  expenses  for  each  year;  and 
whenever  the  expenses  of  any  year  shall 
exceed  the  income,  the  legislature  shall 
provide  for  levying  a  tax  for  the  ensuing 
year  sufficient,  with  other  sources  of  in- 
come, to  pay  the  deficiency,  as  well  as  the 
estimated  expense  for  such  ensuing  year. 

Sec.  2.  All  taxes  shall  be  uniform  upon 
the  same  class  of  subjects  within  the  Ter- 
ritorial limits  of  the  authority  levying  the 
tax;  and  shall  be  levied  and  collected  un- 
der general  laws,  which  shall  prescribe. 
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such  resrulations  as  shall  secure  a  just  val- 
uation for  taxation  of  all  property,  real  and 
personal. 

Sec.  3.  The  property,  real  and  personal 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  property  of 
the  State  and  counties;  property  of  muni- 
cipalities; common-school  properly;  cem- 
eteries not  owned  or  used  for  private  or  cor- 
porate profit;  andpublic  libraries— shall  be 
exempt  from  taxation;  and  all  laws  cxemp- 
ing  from  taxation  property  other  than  that 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  4.  The  legislature  shall  not  impose 
taxes  for  the  purpose  of  any  county,  city, 
town  or  other  corporation ;  but  may  by  law 
vest  in  the  corporate  authorities  thereof  re- 
spectively, the  power  to  assess  and  collect 
taxes  for  all  purposes  of  such  corporation; 
but  no  county,  city,  town  or  other  munici- 
pal corporation — the  inhabitants  thereof  or 
the  property  therein — shall  be  .released  or 
discharged  from  their  or  its  just  share  of 
taxes,  to  be  levied  for  State  purposes. 

Sec.  5.  The  power  to  tax  corporations 
and  corporate  property  shall  never  be  re- 
linquished or  suspended. 

Sec.  6.  All  corporations  in  this  Stat»,  or 
doing  business  therein,  shall  be  subject  to 
taxation  for  State,  county,  school,  munici- 
pal and  other  purposes,  on  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  owned  or  used  by  them  with- 
in the  Territorial  limits  of  the  authority  lev- 
ying the  tax. 

Sec.  7.  No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury,  except  in  pursuance  of  an 
appropriation  made  bylaw. 

Sec.  8.  Neither  the  State,  nor  any  coun- 
ty, city,  town,  or  school  district  shall  make 
any  donation  or  grant  to,  or  in  aid  of,  or 
become  a  subscriber  to,  or  a  shareholder  in 
— any  corporation  or  company,  or  a  joint 
owner  with,  any  person,  company  or  cor- 
poration, public  or  private,  in  oroutof  the 
State;  except  as  to  such  ownership  as  may 
accrue  to  the  State  by  escheat,  or  by  for- 
feiture by  operation  of  law;  and  except  as 
to  such  ownership  as  may  accrue  to  the 
State,  or  lo  any  county,  city,  town  or  school- 
district,  or  to  either  or  any  of  them  jointly 
with  any  person,  company  or  corporation, 
by  forfeiture  or  by  sale  of  real  estate  for  non- 
payment of  taxes,  or  by  any  donation  or  de- 
vise for  public  use,  or  by  purchase  by  or  on 
behalf  of  any  or  either  of  them  under  exe- 
cution in  cases  of  fines,  penalties  or  forfeit- 
ures of  recognizance,  breach  or  condition 
of  official  bond  or  of  bond  to  secure  pub- 
lic moneys,  or  the  performance  of  anj'  con- 
tract in  which  they  or  any  of  them  may  be 
jointly  or  severally  interested. 

Sec.  9.  Neither  the  State,  nor  any  coun- 
ty, city,  town  or  school-district  shall  lend 
or  pledge  the  credit  or  faith  thereof,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  in  aid  of  any  person,  com- 
pany or  corporation,  for  any  amount  or  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  or  become  respon- 
sible for  any  debt,  contract  or  liability  of 


any  person,  company  or  corporation,  in 
or  out  of  the  State. 

Sec.  10.  The  State  shall  never  contract 
any  public  debt,  except  in  the  cases  and 
manner  hereinafter  described. 

Sec.  11.  For  the  purpose  of  defraying 
extraordinary  expenditures,  the  State  may 
contract  public  debts,  in  the  aggregate, 
shall  not,  for  the  first  fifteen  years,  exceed 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  ana  shall  never  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Every 
such  debt  shall  be  authorized  by  law,  for 
some  purpose  or  purposes  to  be  distinctly 
specified  therein;  and  every  such  law  shall 
provide  for  levying  an  annual  tax  sutticient 
to  pay  the  annual  interest  of  such  debt,  and 
the  principal  within  ten  years  from  the  pas- 
sage of  such  law;  and  shall  specially  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  of  such  taxes  to  the  pay 
of  such  principal  and  interest;  and  such  ap 
ment  propriation  shall  not  be  repealed,  nor 
the  taxes  postponed  or  diminished,  until  the 
principal  and  interest  of  such  debt  shall 
have  been  wholly  paid. 

Sec.  13.  No  county,  city,  town  or  scbool- 
ilistrict  shall  contract  any  debt  unless  au- 
thorized and  limited  by  law;  and  no  scrip, 
certiflcate,  or  other  evidence  of  debt  what 
ever  shall  be  issued  by  them,  except  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  such  law. 

Sec.  13.  No  city  or  town  shall  contract 
any  debt,  by  loan  in  any  form,  except  by 
means  of  an  ordinance — which  shall  be  ir- 
repealable  until  the  indebtedness  therein 
provided  for  shall  have  been  fully  paid  or 
discharged — specifying  the  purposes  to 
which  the  funds  to  be  raised  shall  be  ap- 
plied, and  providing  for  the  levy  of  a  tax 
— not  exceeding  twelve  mills  on  each  dol- 
lar of  valuation  of  taxable  property  with- 
in such  city  or  town — suflicient  to  pay  the 
annual  interest,  and  extinguish  the  princi- 
pal of  such  debt  within  fifteen  j'ears,  but  not 
less  than  ten  years,  from  the  creation  there- 
of; and  such  tax,  when  collected,  shall  be 
applied  only  to  the  purposes  in  such  ordi- 
nances specified,  until  the  indebtedness  be 
paid  or  discharged.  But  no  such  debt  shall 
be  created  unless  the  question  of  incurring 
the  same  shall,  at  a  regular  election  for 
couflcilmen,  aldermen  or  officers  of  such 
city  or  town  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  such 
qualified  electors  as  shall,  in  the  year  next 
preceding,  have  paid  a  property  tax  there- 
in; and  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the 
question,  by  ballot  deposited  in  a  separate 
box, shall  vote  in  favor  of  creating  such 
debts;  but  the  aggregate  »imount  of  debt  so 
created,  togetherwith  the  debt  existing  at 
the  time  of  such  election,  shall  not,  at  any 
time,  exceed  three  percent,  of  the  last  val- 
uation of  property  upon  which  said  tax  was 
paid. 

Sp:c.  14.  Nothing  contained  in  this  arti- 
cle shall  either  impair  or  add  to  the  obliga- 
tion of  any  debt  heretofore  contracted  by 
the  Territory  of  Washington,   or  by  any 
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county,  city,  town  or  school-district    with- 
in the  State,  iu  accordance  with  law. 

Sec.  15.  The  State  Treasurer  shall  keep 
a  separate  account  of  each  fund  in  his 
hands,  and  shall,  at  the  end  of  every  quar- 
ter of  the  fiscal  year,  report  to  the  Gover- 
nor in  writing,  under  oath,  the  amount  of 
all  moneys  in  his  hands  to  the  credit  of 
every  such  fund,  and  the  place  where  the 
same  are  deposited,  and  the  number  and 
amount  of  every  warrant  received,  and  the 
number  and  amount  of  every  warrant  paid 
therefrom,  during  the  quarter.  The  Gov- 
ernor shall  cause  every  such  report  to  be 
immediately  published  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper printed  at  the  seat  of  government. 
The  legislature  shall,  atitsfirst  session,  and 
may  at  any  subsequent  one,  provide  by  law 
regulations  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  for  bonds,  to  be  given  by  the 
Treasurer,  with  sureties. 

Sec.  16.  The  making  of  profit,  directly 
or  indirectly,  out  of  the  state,  county,  city, 
town  or  school  district  money,  or  using 
the  same  for  any  purpose  not  authorized 
by  law,  by  any  public  officer,  or  any  other 
person,  shall  be  deemed  a  felony,  and  shall 
be  punished  as  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  17.  Private  property'  shall  not  be 
taken  or  sold  for  the  payment  of  the  cor- 
porate debt  of  municipal  corporations. 

Sec.  18.  There  shall  be  a  state  board  of 
equalization,  consisting  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  state  treasurer  and  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  whose  duty  it  shall  be- 
to  adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of  real 
and  personal  property  among  the  several 
counties.  Also,  in  each  county,  a  board 
of  equalization,  consisting  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of 
real  and  personal  property  within  their  re- 
spective counties.  Each  board  shall  also 
perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law;  provided,  that  the  legisla- 
ture may  prescribe  the  rule  by  which  such 
epualizatiou  shall  be  controlled,  and  may 
revise  or  amend  the  same  when  they  may 
deem  it  necessary. 

Sec.  19.  The  state  shall  not  assume  the 
debt,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  county, 
municipal  corporation,  or  person,  unless 
such  debt  shall  have  been  contracted  to  re- 
pel invasion,  suppress  insurrection  or  to  as- 
sist the  state  in  the  discharge  of  any  por- 
tion of  indebtedness. 

Sec.  20.  The  legislature  may  borrow 
money  or  contract  debts,  to  repel  invasion, 
surpress  insurrection,  or  defend  the  state 
in  time  of  war;  but  the  money  thus  raised 
shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  object 
for  which  the  loan  was  authorized,  or  to 
the  repayment  of  the  debt  thereby  created. 

Sec.  21.  The  state  shall  never  contract 
anj'  debt  for  work  or  internal  improve- 
ment, or  be  a  party  in  carrying  on  the 
same.    iJut  whenever  grants  of  lands  or 


other  property  shall  have  been  made  to  the 
state,  for  particular  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, the  state  may  carry  on  such 
works,  and  shall  devote  thereto  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  grants,  and  may  appropri- 
ate the  revenue  derived  from  such  works 
in  aid  of  their  completion  and  repair. 

Sec.  22.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  for  the  benefit  of  any  churck 
or  religious  society,  or  religious  or  theo- 
logical seminary. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

CORPORATIONS. 

Section  1.  All  existmg  charters,  or 
grants  of  exclusive  privileges,  under  which 
the  corporators  or  grantees  shall  not  have 
organized  and  commenced  business  in  good 
faith,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this 
constitution,  shall  thereafter  have  no  val- 
idity. 

^  Sec.  2.  Corporations  may  be  created 
under  general  laws,  but  shail  not  be  crea- 
ted by  special  act,  except  for  municipal 
purposes.  All  general  and  special  laws, 
creating  corporations,  may  be  altered, 
amended  or  repealed,  iu  such  manner,  how- 
ever, that  no  injustice  shall  be  done. 

Sec  o.  All  railroads  in  this  state  shall 
be  deemed  public  highways,  and  shall  be- 
free  to  all  persons  for  the  transportation  of 
their  persons  and  property,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law; 
and  laws  shall  be  passed,  from  time  to  time, 
establishing  reasonable  maximum  rates  of 
charges  for  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers and  freights  thereon,  and  to  prevent 
unjust  discrimination. 

No  railroad  corporation,  or  the  cssee  or 
manager  thereof,  shall  consolidate  itsstock, 
property  or  franchises  with  anj"^  other  rail- 
road corporation,  owning  or  having  under 
its  control  a  competing  line.  Every  rail 
road  shall  have  the  right,  with  its  road,  to 
intersect,  connect  with,  or  cross  any  other 
railroad;  the  manner  of  the  exercise  of 
which  right,  however,  to  be  regulated  by 
law.  Laws  shall  also  be  passed,  regulating 
the  liabilities  of  common  carriers  of  pas- 
sengers in  cases  of  personal  injuries  occa- 
sioned by  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
carrier. 

Sec  4.  No  right  of  way  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  any  private  corpora- 
tion until  full  compensation  shall  be  first 
made  to  the  owner,  irrespective  of  any 
benefit  arising  therefrom;  which  compen- 
sation shall  be  ascertained  in  such  manner 
as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  No  street  railroad  shall  be  con- 
structed within  any  incorporated  city  or 
town,  without  the  consent  of  the  local  au- 
thorities thereof. 

Sec  G.  No  corporation  shall  issue  stock 
or  bonds  except  for  labor  done,  services 
performed,  or  money  or  property  actually 
received.  The  stock  of  corporations  shall 
not  be  increased  except  in  pursuance  of 
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general  law.  The  stock-holders  of  all  cor- 
poratious  and  joint  stock  companies  shall 
be  individually  liable  for  all  labor  per- 
formed for  such  corporation   or  company. 

Sec.  7.  Laws  shall  be  passed,  regulating 
the  right  of  foreign  corporations  to  do  bu- 
siness m  this  state,  and  the  mode  in  which 
they  may  sue  and  be  sued. 

Sec.  8.  The  legislature  shall  not  have 
power  to  establish  or  incorporate  any  bank 
or  banking  company,  or  moneyed  institu- 
tions whatever  in  this  state,  with  the  priv- 
ilec;e  of  making,  issuing  or  putting  in  cir- 
culation any  bill,  check,  certificate,  prom- 
issory note  or  other  paper  intended  to  cir- 
culate as  money. 

AllTtCLE  XIV. 

STATE  INSTITUTIONS. 

Section  1.  Educational,  reformatory 
and  penal  institutions,  and  those  for  the 
benefit  of  the  insane,  blind,  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  such  other  institutions  as  the  public 
good  may  require,  shall  be  established  and 
supportecl  by  the  state  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  The  legislature  shall  not  have 
power  to  change  or  locate  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  the  state;  but  shall,  at  the  first 
session  subsequent  to  the  admission  of  the 
state,  submit  the  question  of  its  permanent 
location  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
state,  at  the  general  election  then  next  en- 
suing. A  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast 
shall  be  necessary  to  such  location;  and  in 
case  no  one  place  shall  have  such  majority, 
the  question  shall  be  re-submitted  at  each 
general  election,  until  such  majority  vote 
shall  eflect  a  location.  Provided,  That, 
until  the  seat  of  government  shall  have 
been  permanently  located,  as  herein  pro- 
vided, the  temporary  location  thereof  shall 
remain  at  the  capital  of  the  territory  at 
the  time  of  the  admission  of  the  state. 

Sec.  8.  The  legislature  shall  make  no 
appropriations  or  expenditures  for  capitol 
buildings  or  grounds  (except  to  keep  the 
territorial  capilol  buildings  and  grounds 
in  repair),  until  the  seat  of  government 
shall  have  been  permanently  located. 

Sec.  4.  The  university,  at  Seattle,  and 
the  hospital  for  the  insane,  at  Steilacoom, 
shall,  upon  the  adoption  of  this  constitu- 
tion, become  institutions  of  the  state,  and 
the  management  thei'eof  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  state,  under  such  laws  and 
regulations  as  the  legislature  shall  provide; 
and  all  gifts,  grants  and  appropriations  of 
money  or  property,  real  or  personal,  here- 
tofore made  to  said  institutions,  or  to  the 
Territory  of  Washington  therefor,  are 
hereby  confirmed  to  the  use  and  benefit  of 
said  institutions  respectively. 
ARTICLE  XV. 

MISCELL.ANEOC8. 

Section  1.  The  political  year  for  the 
State  of  Washington  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  in  January  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  The  term  felony,  wherever  it  oc- 


curs in  this  Constitution,  or  the  laws  of  the'" 
State,  shall  be  held  to  mean   any  criminal 
offense  punishable  by  death  br   imprison- 
ment in  the  penitentiary,  and  none  other. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legis- 
lature, at  its  first  session,  to  provide  a  li^al 
for  the  State,  to  be  called  the  "Great  Seal 
of  the  State  of  Washington;"  which  shall 
be  kept  by  Secretary  of  State;  and  all  offi- 
cial acts  of  the  Governor, — his  approval  of 
the  laws  excepted — shall  be  thereby  authen- 
ticated. The  Seal  of  the  Territory  of  Wash- 
ington shall  be  the  Seal  of  the  State  until 
otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  No  county  with  an  area  of  900 
square  miles  or  less,  shall  be  divided,  or 
have  any  part  stricken  theref.'-om.  without 
submitting  the  question  to  a  vote  of  the  qual- 
ified electors  of  the  county,  nor  unless  a 
majoritj'  of  those  voting  on  the  question 
shall  vote  for  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  No  county  seat  shall  be  removed 
until  a  majority  of  the  qualfied  electors  of 
the  county,  voting  on  the  question,  shall 
have  voted  in  favor  of  its  removal. 

Sec  6.  All  county  officers,  whose  elec- 
tion or  appointment  is  not  provided  for  in 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  '  by  the 
electors  of  the  respective  counties,  or  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  or  by  the  board 
of  county  commissioners,  or  other  county 
authorities,  as  the  legislature  shall  direct. 
All  city,  town  and  precinct  officers,  whose 
election  or  appointment  is  not  provided  for 
by  this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
electors  of  such  cities,  towns  and  precincts, 
or  by  some  division  thereof,  or  appointed 
by  such  authorities  thereof,  as  the  legisla- 
ture may  designate  for  that  purpose.  All 
other  officers,  whose  election  or  appoint- 
ment is  not  provided  for  by  this  Constitu- 
tion, and  all  officers  whose  offices  may  here- 
after be  created  by  law,  shall  be  elected  by 
the  people,  or  appointed,  as  the  legislature 
may  provide. 

Sec  7.  All  navigable  waters  within  the 
Stateshall  be  and  remain  public  highways 
free  to  all  citizens  of  the  "State  and  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  8.  No  navigable  stream  in  the  State 
shall  be  bridged,  dammed  or  obstructed 
by  any  person  or  corporation,  without  the 
authority  of  law. 

Sec  9.  None  but  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  aliens  who  have  declared  their|in- 
tentions  to  become  such,  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  congress,  shall  be  employed  in 
or  about  any  public  office  in  the  State,  or 
in  any  State  institution,  or  on  any  public 
work  prosecuted  by  the  State. 

Sec.  10.  All  patents  and  grants  of  lands, 
made  by  the  United  States  to  settlers  and 
purchasers  of  the  tide-lands,  shall  be  rati- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  State. 

Sec.  11.  In  the  event  of  the  rejection  of 
the  separate  articles  relative  to  woman  suf- 
frage, the  legislature  may  submit  the  ques- 
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tion,  at  any  general  election,  to  the  quali- 
fied electors  of  the  State;  and  if  a  majori- 
ty of  all  the  votes  cast  at  such  election,  on 
the  question,  shall  be  in  favor  of  woman 
suflrage,  then  all  women  who  are  citizens 
of  this  State,  and  who  possess  the  other 
qualifications  of  voters,  shall  be  qualified 
electors  of  the  State. 

Sec.  12.  The  legislature  may  declare  the 
cases  in  which  any  office  shall  be  deemed 
vacant  and  also  the  manner  of  filing  the  va- 
cancy, where  no  provision  is  made  for  that 
purpose  in  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  13.  The  county  commissioners,  su- 
perintendent of  schools  and  the  county 
treasurer  of  each  county  shall  constitute  "a 
board  of  appraisers,  who  shall  ippraise  all 
lands  within  their  respective  county,  be- 
longing to  the  State  except  tide-lands  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law  before  they  can  be  sold. 

Sec.  14.  The  common  law  of  England 
applicable  to  our  condition  and  circum- 
stances,and  notrepugnant  to,  or  inconsis- 
tentwith  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  or  Constitution  or  laws  of  this  State 
— shall  be  in  full  force,  «nd  the  rule  of  de- 
cision in  all  courts  in  this  State;  but  in  the 
eventof  laws  being  passed,  conferring  rights 
or  imposing  obligations  growing  out  of  or 
founded  upon  principals  of  the  civil, 
and  not  the  common  law,  then  the  rules  of 
the  Civil  Law  may  be  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  interpretation  and  decision. 

Sec.  lo.  The  legislature  shall  have  pow- 
er to  fix  the  time  for  the  election  of  all  of- 
ficers when  no  provision  is  made  for  such 
election  in  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1.  Any  amendment  or  amend- 
ments to  this  Constitution  may  be  proposed 
in  either  branch  of  the  legislature;  and  if 
the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by  two  thirds 
of  the  members  elected  to  each  of  the  two 
houses,  such  proposed  amendment  or 
amendments  shall  be  entered  on  their  jour- 
ilals,  with  the  ayes  and  noes  thereon,  and 
be  submitted  to  the  qualified  electors  of  tha 
State  for  their  approval,  at  the  next  general 
election;  and  if  the  people  shall  approve 
and  ratify  such  amendment  or  amendments, 
by  a  majority  of  the  electors  voting  there- 
on, the  same  shall  become  part  of  this  Con- 
stitution, and  proclamatiOH  thereof  shall  be 
made  by  the  Governor. 

Provided,  That,  if  more  than  one  amend- 
ment be  submitted,  they  shall  be  submitted 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  people  may  vote 
for  or  against  such  amendments  separately. 
The  legislature  shall  also  cause  the  amend- 
ments that  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, to  be  published  in  some  weekly  news- 
paper, in  every  county  where  such  newspa- 
per is  published,  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 


bers elected  to  each  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture shall  deem  it  necessary  to  call  a  con- 
vention, to  revise  or  amend  this  Ccns;itu- 
tion.  they  shall  recommend  to  the  electors 
to  voteat  the  n  cxt  general  election,  for  or 
against  a  convention  and  if  a  majority  of 
al  the  electors  voting  at  said  election  shall 
have, voted  for  a  convention,  the  legislature 
shallnatthe  next  session,  provide  by  law  for 
calli  g  the  sa  me ;  and  such  convention  shall 
consist  of  a  number  of  members,  not  less 
than  that  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  legislature. 

Sec.  3.  Any  Constitution  adopted  by 
such  convention  shall  have  no  validity  un- 
til it  has  been  submitted  to,  and  adopted 
by,  the  people. 

SCHEDULE. 
Section  1.  That  no  inconvenience  may 
arise  by  reason  of  a  change  from  a  Terri- 
torial to  a  State  government,  it  is  de- 
clared that  actions,  rights,  prosecutions, 
judgments,  decrees,  claims  and  contracts, 
as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  corpor- 
ate— including  counties,  cities,  towns, 
schools  and  road  districts— shall  continue 
as  if  no  such  change  had  taken  place;  and 
all  process  which  may  have  been  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  Territory  of 
Washington,  previous  to  its  admission  into 
the  Union,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  issued  ia 
the  name  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  All  laws  now  in  force  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Washington,  which  are  not  re- 
pugnant to  this  Constitution,  shall  remaia 
in  force  until  they  expire  lay  their  own 
limitation,  or  are  altered  or  repealed  by 
the  legislature. 

Sec.  3.  All  debts,  fines,  penalties  and 
forfeitures,  which  have  accrued,  or  may 
hereafter  accrue,  to  the  Territory  of  Wash 
ington,  shall  enure  to  the  state. 

Sec.  4.  All  recognizances  heretofore  ta-- 
ken,  or  which  may  be  taken  before  the 
change  from  a  territorial  to  a  state  govern- 
ment shall  remain  valid,  and  shall  pass  to, 
and  may  be  prosecuted  inthe  name  of,  the 
state;  and  all  bonds  executed  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory  of  Washington,  or 
to  any  county  or  municipal  corporation,  or 
to  any  oflScer  or  court  in  his  or  its  official 
capacity,  shall  pass  to  the  state  authorities 
and  their  successors  in  office,  for  the  uses 
therein  expressed,  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  accordingly,  and  all  the  estate, 
real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  all  judg- 
ments, decrees,  bonds,  specialties,  choses 
in  actions,  and  claims  or  debts,  of  what- 
ever description,  belonging  to  the  territory 
of  Washington,  shall  enure  to  and  vest  in 
the  State  of  Washington,  and  may  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  the  same  extent,  by  the  State  of 
Washington,  as  the  same  could  have  been 
by  the  Territory  of  Washington.) 

All  criminal  prosecutions  and  penal  ac- 
tions, which  may  have  arisen,  or  which 
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may  arise,  before  the  change  from  a  terri- 
tory to  a  state  government,  and  whicli 
shall  then  be  pending,  shall  be  prosecuted 
to  iudgment  and  execution  in  the  name  of 
the  state.  All  otlenses  committed  against 
the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Washihgton, 
before  the  change  from  a  territorial  to  a 
state  government  and  which  shall  not  be 
prosecuted  before  such  change,  may  be 
prosecuted  in  the  name  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  State  of  Washington,  with  like 
ell'ect  as  though  such  change  had  not  taken 
place;  and  all  penalties  incurred  shall  re- 
main the  same  as  if  this  co<istilution  had 
noi  been  adopted.  Ail  actio&s  at  law  and 
suits  in  equity,  which  may  be  pending  in 
any  of  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of 
Washington,  at  the  time  of  the  change 
from  a  territorial  to  a  state  government, 
8hall  be  continund,  and  transferred  to  such 
court  of  the  state,  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject-matter  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  All  officers,  now  holding  their 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  or  of  the  Territory  of  Washington, 
shall  continue  to  hold  and  exercise  their 
respective  offices  until  they  shall  be  super- 
seded by  the  authority  of  the  state;  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  for  services 
rendered  the  state,  a  compensation  not 
greater  than  that  theretofore  received.  On 
the  taking  effect  of  this  constitution,  all 
officers  thereby  continued  in  office,  shall, 
before  proceeding  in  the  further  discharge 
of  their  respective  duties,  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  support  this  constitution. 
All  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  existing 
offices  prior  to  the  election  and  qualifica- 
tion of  officers  under  this  constitution, 
shall  be  filled  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  6.  Whenever  the  judge  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  any  circuit,  elected  or  ap- 
pointed under  the  provisions  of  this  con- 
stitution, shall  have  qualified  in  his  office, 
the  several  causes  then  pending  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  territory,  within  any 
county  in  such  circuit,  and  the  records, 
papers  and  proceeding-s  of  said  district 
court,  and  the  seal  and  other  property  per- 
taining thereto,  shall  pass  into  the  juris- 
diction and  possession  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  state  for  such  county;  and  until  the 
district  courts  of  the  territory  shall  be  su- 
perseded in  manner  aforesaid,  the  said 
district  courts  and  the  judges  thereof 
shall  continue  with  the  same  jurisdiction 
and  powers,  to  be  exercised  in  the  same 
judicial  districts  respectively,  as  hereto- 
fore constituted  under  the  laws  of  the  ter- 
ritory. Whenever  any  two  of  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  court,  elected  or  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  constitution, 
shall  have  qualified  in  their  office,  the 
causes  then  pending  in  the  supreme  court 
of  the  territory,  and  the  papers,  records 
and  proceedings  of  said  court,   and  the 


seal  and  other  property  pertaining  there 
to,  shall  pass  into  the  jurisdiction  and  pos- 
session of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state, 
and  until  so  superseded,  the  supreme  court 
of  the  tprritory,  and  the  judges  thereof, 
shall  continue  with  like  powers  and  juris- 
diction as  if  this  constitution  had  not  been 
adopted. 

Sec.  7.  The  terms  of  office  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  state  officers,  members  of  the 
legislature,  circuit  and  probate  judges, 
circuit  attorneys,  and  all  county  ofiicers 
first  elected  under  this  constitution,  shall 
commence  on  the  seventh  Monday  after 
the  first  general  election:  and  in  the  event 
that  either  of  the  persons  elected  shall  fail 
to  qualify  within  twenty  days  after  said 
seventh  Monday,  the  person  receiving  the 
next  highest  number  ot  votes  for  such  of- 
fice shall  take  it  within  the  next  succeed- 
ing ten  days,  and  in  the  event  of  his  fail- 
ure or  neglect,  the  office  shall  be  declared 
vacaht,  and  the  legislature  shall  provide 
for  filling  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  8.  Until  otherwise  provided  by  law 
the  seals  now  in  use  in  the  supreme,  dis- 
trict and  probate  courts  of  the  territory, 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  seals  of  the 
supreme,  circuit  and  probate  courts  re- 
spectively of  the  state.  The  seals  of  mu- 
nicipalities and  all  county  officers  of  the 
territory,  shall  be  the  seals  of  such  munic- 
ipalities and  officers  respectively  under 
the  state,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  9.  When  the  state  is  admitted  into 
the  Union,  the  books,  records,  papers, 
and  proceedings  of  the  probate  cimrt  in 
each  count}',  and  all  causes  and  matters  of 
administration  pending  therein,  shall  pass 
into  the  jurisdiction  and  possession  of  the 
probate  court  of  the  same  county  created 
by  this  constitution,  and  the  said  ctmrt 
shall  proceed  to  final  judgment  or  decree, 
order  or  other  determination  in  the  scvera, 
matters  and  causes,  as  the  territorial  prol 
bate  court  might  have  done,  if  this  consti- 
tution had  not  been  adopted.  And  until 
the  election  and  qualification  of  the  pro- 
bate judges  provided  for  in  this  constitu- 
tion, the  territorial  probate  judges  shall 
act  as  jud^ds  of  the  probate  courts  crea- 
ted by  this  constitution,  within  the  re- 
spective counties. 

Sec.  10.  The  legislature,  at  its  first  ses- 
sion, shall  provide  for  the  election  of  all 
officers  whose  election  is  not  provided  for 
elsewhere  in  this  constitution,  and  fix  the 
time  for  the  commencement  and  duration 
of  their  terra. 

Sec.  11.  In  case  of  a  contest  of  election 
between  candidates,  at  the  first  general 
election  under  this  constitution,  forjudges 
of  the  circuit  or  probate  courts,  or  for  cir- 
cuit attorney,  the  evidence  shall  be  taken 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Territo- 
rial laws,  and  the  testimony  so  taken  shall 
be  certified  to  the  secretary  of  state;  and 
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said  officer,  together  with  the  governor 
and  treasurer  of  slate,  shall  review  the  e-v- 
idcnce,  and  determine  who  is  entitled  to 
the  certiticam  of  election. 

Sec  13.  The  county  auditors  of  ihe  sev- 
eril counties  shall  provide  poll  books,  tally- 
lists,  and  forms  of  oatli  of  oHicc,  for  inspec- 
tor judges  and  clerks  of  election  for  lue 
first  cjtate  election  under  this  Constitution, 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  provided  for 
by  law.  Tiie  votes  at  the  first  general  elec- 
tion under  this  Conxtitulior,  for  the  sever- 
al otificers  who  are  to  be  elected  at  such 
election,  shall  he  canvassed,  returns  made, 
and  results  determined,  in  llie  manner  pre- 
ecribed  by  the  Territorial  law  for  canvass- 
ing votes  for  like  officers.  Tiie  votes  cast 
for  Governor,  Stale  officers,  members  of 
the  legislature,  judges  for  circuit  and  pro- 
bate courts  and  for  circuit  attorneys,  snail 
be  canvassed  oy  the  county  canvassing 
boards,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  tiie 
Territorial  law  for  canvassing  votes  for 
members  of  the  legislative  assembly;  and 
returns  shall  be  made  to  111 e  secretary  of  tiie 
territory  acting  as  secretary  of  state,  under 
the  same  regulations  as  are  prescribed  by 
law  for  sending  the  abstracts  of  votes  for 
delegate  in  congress,  and  tiie  secretary,  au- 
ditor and  treasure.,  or  any  two  of  them,  on 
the  twenty -filth  day  after  tlie  election,  or 
within  ten  days  thereafter,  shall  proceed  to 
canvass  the  votes  and  declare  the  result. 
The  judges  and  inspectorsof  election,  who 
shall  have  been  appointed  b}'  the  county 
commissioners,  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  territory,  to  hold  and  conduct  the  gen- 
eral election  next  preceding  the  time  of 
holding  the  first  general  election  under  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  and  a'-e  hereby  ap- 
pointed judges  and  inspectors  of  the  first 
election,  as  provided  in  section  17  in  this 
schedule,  witn  power  to  fill  vacancies  as 
provided  by  law. 

Sec.  13.  One  representative  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  shall  be  elected 
from  the  State  at  large,  at  the  first  election 
provided  for  in  this  Constitution;  and,  there- 
after, at  such  times  and  places  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
When  a  new  apportionment  shall  be  made 
by  congress,  tne  legislature  shall  diviae  the 
Slate  into  congressional  districts,  in  accor- 
dance with  such  apportionment.  The  vote 
cast  for  representative  in  congress,  at  the 
first  election  held  under  this  Constitution, 
shall  be  canvassed,  and  tne  result  determin- 
ed, in  the  manner  provided  by  the  laws  of 
the  territory  for  the  canvass  of  the  vote  for 
delegate  in  congress. 

Sec.  14.  The  first  legislature  shall  meet 
at  12  o'clock,  meridian,  at  tlia  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, on  the  seventh  Monday  after  the 
first  general  election;  shall  effect  an  organ- 
ization, and  thereafter  the  legislature  shall 
meet  biennially,  at  such  times  and  places 
as  may  be  provided  by  law. 


Pec.  15.  Until  the  legislature  shall  other- 
wise provide  the  terms  of  the  supreme,  cir- 
cuit and  probate  courts  shall  be  held  as  is 
now  provided  by  law  for  the  supi-eme,  dis- 
trict anil  (nobate  courts  of  the  territory. 

Sec.  16  Until  there  shall  be  a  new  ap- 
portionment under  tlie  authority  of  the 
State,  the  senators  and  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  districts  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  county  of  Walla  Walla  shall  consti- 
tute the  first  senate  district. 

The  counties  of  Columbia,  Whitman  and 
Stevens  shall  constitute  the  second  senate 
district. 

The  cou'iti  )s  of  Clarke,  Skamania,  Yak- 
ima and  Klickitat  shall  constitute  the  third 
senate  district. 

The  counties  of  Cowlitz.  Wahkiakum 
and  Pacific  shall  constitute  the  fourth  sen- 
ate district. 

The  counties  of  Thurston  and  Lewissball 
constitute  the  fifth  senate  district. 

The  counties  of  Pierce,  Mason  and  Che- 
halis  shall  constitute  the  sixth  senate  dis- 
tiict. 

Tir^  county  of  King  shall  constitute  the 
seventh  senate  district. 

The  counties  of  Kitsap,  Snohomish  and 
Whatcom  shall  constitute  the  eighth  sea- 
ate  district. 

The  counties  of  Jefferson.  Clallam,  Island 
and  San  Juan  shall  constitute  the  ninth 
senate  district. 

Each  senate  district  shall  be  entitled  to 
elect  one  senator. 

The  counties  of  Cowlitz  and  Wakiabum 
shall  elect  one  representative. 

The  county  of  Cowlitz— one. 

The  county  of  Clark — two. 

The  county  of  Columbia — three. 

The  counties  of  Klickitat  and  Skamania 
— one: 

The  cpunty  of  Lewis — one. 

The  county  of  Thurston— two. 

The  counties  of  Pacific  and  Cbehalis — 
one. 

The  county  of  Pierce — one. 

The  counties  of  Pierce  and  Mason — one. 

The  county  of  King — three. 

The  county  of  Snohomish — one. 

The  county  of  Kitsap — one. 

The  counties  of  Kitsap  and  Jefferson — 
one. 

The  county  of  Jefferson — one. 

The  county  of  Whatcom — two. 

The  counties  of  Clallam  and  Saa  Juan 
— one. 

The  county  of  Island  —one. 

The  county  of  Whitman — two. 

The  county  of  Walla  Walla— four. 

The  county  of  Yakima— one. 

The  county  of  Stevens — one. 

Sec.  17.  The  first  general  election  under 
this  Constitution  shall  be  held  on  the  Tues- 
day next  succeeding  the  sixth  Monday  after 
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tlie  admission  of  ilie  S'aic;  at  wiiioli  ii)eie 
sliall  be  t'iccU'd,  the  Governor,  Secretary  of 
Slate,  Slal^  tre)t^urer.  Slate  s-uperintendent 
of  puljlic  JMsirui  lion.  jud<ies  of  the  cireiiit 
courts  jiuliies  of  llie  proli.ite  courls,  mem 
bers  of  ilie  iejfislaUire,  circuit  attorneys, 
and  for  each  county,  three  county  commis- 
sioners, a  connly  clerk,  sheriff,  treasurer, 
county  .^upcrinlei'dent  ofsclinols.  surveyor, 
coroner,  and  all  i)recinct  officers;  and  no 
further  notice  ot  said  ekciiua  shall  be  re- 
quired. 

Sec.  18.  Tlie  Ifvislafure,  at  its  first  ses- 
sion, sliall  provide  by  law  tor  the  expira- 
tion of  t!ie  lernis  of  all  oliloers  first  elec- 
ted and  quiilitied  ui'der  this  constitution, 
on  a  day  desiirnaled  as  the  commencement 
of  the  ])-i|iti(;al  yi-ar;  provided,  the  several 
termsof<<(Hce  shall  not  be  Iherebv  lessened 
nor  extended  more  than  one  political  year. 

Sec  19.  This  constitution,  when  en- 
rolled and  signed,  shall  be  deposited  by 
the  president  of  this  convention,  in  the 
office  of  the  governor  of  this  territory; 
and  in  the  event  of  its  adoption  by  the 
people,  the  governor  shall  send  a  copy 
thereof  lo  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  request  that  he  submit  the 
same  lo  Conuress.  loirether  with  our  re- 
quest that  the  Slate  of  Washington  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  There  shall  be 
sent,  at  ihe  same  time,  a  copy  of  the  act 
of  the  Li'gislitive  Assembly' of  this  Terri- 
tory, entitled.  "An  .\ct  to  provide  for  call- 
ing ii  convention  to  frame  a  Constitution 
for  H  Slate  of  Wash  ins.' ton,  and  submitting 
the  same  fo  the  people  for  ratification  or 
rejection;"  approved  Novemlier  9lh,  1877; 
and  also  a  oeilified  abstract  of  the  votes 
cast  for  and  against  this  constitution. 

Sec.  20  This  consiiluiion;  separate  ar- 
ticle. Number  1;  separate  arti(!le  No.  2; 
and  separate  article,  No.  3— sIimH  be  sub- 
mitted for  adoption  or  rejection  to  the 
qualified  electors  of  this  territory,  at  an 
election  ti»  be  h«dd  on  the  Tuesday  next 
eucceedinir  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
A.  D.,  1878.  II  the  same  be  adoptee"  l)y 
the  said  eh-ctors.  it  shall  become  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  \Vashington.  On 
such  of  the  ballots  as  are  for  the  Constitu- 
tion, shall  be  writlenor  printed  the  words, 
"For  Constitution."  and  on  such  as  arc 
against  the  Constitution,  the  words, 
"Against  the  Constitution;"  and  on  such 
of  the  ballots  as  are  in  favor  of  separate 
article,  No.  1.  the  words,  "For  separate 
article.  N".  1."  i»nd  on  such  as  are  again.st 
Bepardtearii(;le,  No  1,  the  words,  "Against 
separate  article.  No.  1;"  and  also   on  such 


No.  3,"  and  on  such  as  are  against  sepa 
rate  article,  No.  3,  the  words,  "Against 
s?parate  article.  No.  3." 

The  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
manner  now  prescribed  by  law  for  the 
election  of  delegate  in  Congress;  and  the 
votes  counted  and  returned  to  the  Secre- 
tary ot  the  Territory,  in  the  same  manner 
and  at  the  same  time  as  are  the  votes  for 
said  delegate.  The  secretary  shall  canvass 
and  certify  the  result  to  tiie  Governor 
within  sixty  daj's  after  said  election,  who 
shall  make  known  the  result  by  proclama- 
tion. The  several  elections  provided  for 
In  this  scheduleshall  be  conducted  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  laws  of  this  territory. 

The  journal  of  this  convention  shall  be 
deposited  by  the  President,  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Territorj'. 

Sec.  21.  This  constitution  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  qualified  elector.s  of  tlie 
counties  of  NcZ  Perce.  Idaho  and 
Shoshone,  in  Idaho  Territory,  or  that 
portion  of  them  eiiibracediu  the  bound- 
aries as  defined  in  this  constitution, 
on  the  Tuesdav  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  Novenit^er,  1878,  for  their 
adoption  or  rejection.  William  Ewing 
and  Hazen  Squier,  of  Nez  Perce  county, 
J.  M.  Crooks  and  Frank  Fenn,  of  Idaho 
county,  and  E.  H.  Bradley,  of  Shoshone 
county,  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  of 
c  )nimissioncrs,  any  three  of  whom  shall 
constitute  a  quorum,  and  may  fill  any  va- 
cancy that  may  occur  in  said  board;  which 
board  shall  have  an  office  at  Levviston, 
Idaho  Territory,  for  the  transactiim  of  the 
business  of  said  board;  and  shall  hav3 
full  authority  lo  appoint  judges  and  clerks 
ill  each  and  evvry  precinct  throughout 
those  counties  above  named,  for  said  elec- 
tion; and  the  full  returns  of  the  voles  in 
all  the  precincts  in  those  counties  shall  be 
made  by  the  respectivejudges  and  clerks 
of  election  so  a|ipoiutetl,  under  oath,  to 
the  said  board  ot  commissioners,  at  Lew- 
ision,  within  len  days  after  snid  election; 
which  board  shall  open  said  returns,  can- 
vass the  roles  ar.d  certify  the  result  of  the 
same,  and  transmit  forlhwith  said  result 
to  the  Secretary  of  Washington  Territory, 
at  Olyinpia,  W.  T.,  t(»  be  canvassed  at  tiio 
time  of  canvassing  tne  result  of  the  vote 
of  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Washing- 
ton and  the  separate  and  aggregate  re-;ult 
of  the  vote  in  iioth  leiritories  made  known. 
The  said  board  of  commissioners  shall 
give  at  least  ten  days'  previous  public  no- 
tice of  each  of  said  elections  in  each  and 
every  precinct  in  said  counties,    by   publi- 


ballots  as  are  in  favor  of  separate  article  <-''i'ii'"  in  some  newspaper  circulating  there- 
No.  2.  the  words,  "For  separate  article'  '"<  '^"^  '*y  P'^sting  printed  notices  thereof 
No.  2,"  and  on  such  as   are   airainst   sepa-    "t  the  places  of  holding  the  election.    The 


i  pa- 
rale  article.  No.  2,  the  word.s,  "Against 
separate  article  No.  2;"  and  also  on  such 
ballots  as  are  in  favor  of  separate  article, 
No.  3,  the  words,    "For  separate   article, 


members  of  said  board  <if  conimissioners, 
and  the  several  judges  and  clerUs  of  elec- 
tion shall  severally  take  and  sub.-cribe  an 
oath  before  s<iuiu  person   authorised  to  ad- 
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minister  oaths,  to  well  and  truly  discharge 
tlie  diuies  uf  their  n-siX'Ctive  offices,  which 
oatlissliail  be  traiisiniited,  with  tlie  re- 
turns of  said  election,  to  the  said  secretary. 

All  laws  in  f  )rce  in  that  portion  of  Ida- 
ho Territory,  incluiied  Aithin  said  bounda- 
ries, at  the  lime  of  the  (idmission  of  the 
state,  not  irici)nt.istent  with  tliis  constitu- 
tion, siiall  continue  in  force  until  altered 
or  repealed. 

All  (jfficeis  exercisinsi  their  functions  of 
office  under  tlie  laws  of  Idaiio  Territory 
in  liiat  p.)rtion  thereof  embraced  in  the 
boundaeies  dtfiiK-d  in  tins  constitution, 
when  it  takes  eti"'Ct,  shall  continue  in  office 
and  in  the  exercise  of  tln-ir  resp^ciire  du- 
ties and  authority  until  superseded  by  the 
state  authorities,  and  shall  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  consiiluiion  of  this  state.  The 
first  ceneral  election  for  the  officers  desig- 
nated in  sections  13  and  17  of  this  sched- 
ule shall  be  conducted  in  every  respect  hc- 
cording  to  the  existing  laws  of  Idaho  Ter- 
ritory, and  returns  Iheit-of  shall  be  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wash- 
ington acting  as  Secretary  ol  State  and 
shall  be  cnnva.ssed  as  provided  in  sections 
12  and  13.  The  counties  of  Nc z  Perce, 
Idaho  and  Shoshone  shfill  be  counties  of 
the  state  and  shall  con.'^titute  the  tenth  sen- 
ate district.  They  shall  constitute  one  rep- 
resentativt!  district  and  shall  elecione  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives  f  )r 
the  county  of  Nez  Pi-rce,  one  for  the 
counties  of  NezPesceand  Shoshone  and 
one  from  the  coUDty  of  Idaho.  All  the 
provisions  of  this  schedule,  in  so  far  as 
th(*y  are  fipplicable,  shall  apply  to  that 
portion  of  tlie  Territory  of  Idaho  and  to 
the  people  thereof,  included  in  the  bound- 
arif's  of  this  stale.  The  Legislature  shall 
liave  powfr  to  pass  laws  assentiug  to  and 
confirming  such  provisions  as  may  be 
made  by  congre.-^s  in  "rder  to  the  conser- 
vation of  pub  ic  and-private  lights  of  ev- 
eiy  kind  and  nature  whatsoever,  founded 
upon  law  or  growing  out  of  the  change  in 
the  political  relations  of  that  portion  of 
Idaho,  or  of  the  municipal  divisions  there- 
of, or  of  the  people  who  may  be  included 
within  the  boundaries  of  this  state.  The 
State  of  Washington  hereby  pledges  its 
fiuth  to  pay  to  the  Territory  of  Idaho  the 
just  proportion  of  territorial  indebtedness, 
for  which  the  said  people,  or  the  counties, 
or  other  municipalitiea  shall  be  justly 
bound.  In  the  levying  of  tax''S  a  separate 
and  additional  stale  tax  of  one-half  mill 
on  every  dollar  of  assessed  valuation  of 
property  within  the  counties  of  Nez 
Perce,  Shoshone  and  Idaho  shall  be  annu- 
ally imposed  and  collected  in  the  sarwe 
maunei  as  other  taxes  are  collected,  until 
an  amount  equal  to  said  indebtedness  shall 
have  been  so  colkcled. 

ORDIJSANCE. 

The  PEOPLE  of  the  Terrilorr  of  Wash 


ington.  together  with  that  portion  of  the 
pe()))le  of  the  Territory  of  Idaho  within 
the  boundaries  as  defiued  by  tliis  Consti- 
tution, by  their  delegates,  in  convention 
assembled,  do  ordain  and  declare: 

First: — That  we  adopt  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  as  a  supreme  law. 

^ecf^^id.-— Perfect  toleration  of  religious 
sentiment  shall  be  secured,  and  no  inhabi- 
tant of  this  State  shall  ever  be  molested  in 
per  son  or  property  on  account  of  his  or 
her  mode  of  religiojs  worship. 

Third: — The  people  of  the  Territory  in- 
cluded within  the  boundaries  of  the  pro- 
posed Slate,  as  set  forth  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, by  their  delegates  in  convention  as- 
sembled, do  agree  and  declare,  that  they 
forever  disclaim  all  right  and  title  to  the 
unappropriated  public  lauds  lying  within 
said  Territory,  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
and  remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  disposal 
of  the  United  States;  that  the  lauds  belong- 
ing to  persons  residing  without  the  State 
shall  never  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands 
belong!  uiT  to  residents  thereof;  and 
that  no  taxes  shall  be  imposed  by  the  state 
on  lands  or  property  therein,  belonging  to, 
or  which  mhy  hereafter  be  purchased  by 
the  United  States. 

That  these  three  sections  shall  be  irrevo- 
cable without  the  consent  of  the  United 
States  aud  the  people  of  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 

At  the  time  of  the  submission  of  this 
Constitution  to  the  electors,  for  their  adop- 
tion or  rejection,  there  shall  be  submitted, 
as  separate  articles,  the  foUowiug: 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE,  NO.  1. 

No  person,  who  is  otherwise  a  qualified 
eleqtor,  shall  be  denied  the  right  to  vole  in 
this  State,  on  account  of  sex,  anything  in 
this  Constitution  to  the  contrary  notwilh 
standing. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE,  NO.  2. 

No  person  shall  be  denied  the  right,  on 
account  of  sex,  to  vote  or  hold  office  in 
this  State;  nor  t>hall  such  right  be,  in  any 
manner,  abridged  on  account  of  sex. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE,  NO.  3. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  electors  of  any 
county,  municipal  corporation  or  precinct 
not  included  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
any  municipality,  at  any  general  election, 
to  prohibit,  by  a  majority  vote,  the  sale  or 
disposal  of  spirituous  liquors  in  less  quan- 
tities than  one  gallon,  except  for  medicinal 
or  mechanical  purposes.  And  the  legisla- 
ture shall  pass,  at  its  first  session,  such  laws 
as  will  carry  into  efi"ect  this  article,  if 
adopted. 

On  the  ballots  shall  be  written  or  print- 
ed the  following: 

''For  separate  article.  No.  1." 

"Against  separate  article,  No.  1." 

"For  separate  article,  No.  2." 
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"Against  separate  article,  No.  2." 
"For  separate  article,  No.  3." 
'•Against  separate  article,  No.  3." 
In  case  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  for  and 
against  any  separate  article,  shall  be  in  fa- 
vor of  such  article,  the  same  shall  become 
a  part  of  the  Constitution,  and  shall  be  ad- 
ded to  tLe  declaration  of  riijhls. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved: — That  the  congress  of  the 
United  Stales  be  and  is  hereby  requested, 
upon  the  application  of  Washington  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  to  grant  to  the 
State  lands  in  lieu  of  the  lide  and  school 
lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State, 
which  have  been  heretofore  or  hereafter 
may  be  sold  by  the  United  States;  and  to 
extend  to  the  State  the  benefits  of  the  act 
of  congress,  passed  September  28ih,  1850, 
in  relation  to  swamp  and  overflowed  land; 
and  to  grant  other  lands  as  in  the  cases  of 
States  heretofore  admitted,  for  a  Universi- 
ty, for  public  buildings,  and  for  general 
purposes;  and  to  confirm  the  disposition 
made  by  the  Constituli(»n  of  this  Slate,  of 
the  five  per  centum  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  StaK's,  and  of  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  to 
which  the  State  will  become  entitled  by 
virtue  of  the  laws  of  congress,  upon  its 
admission. 

Resolved: — That  congress  be  requested 
to  restrict  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  this  State  to  actual  settlers,  in 
limited  quantities,  and  to  provide  that  per- 
sons who  purchased  lands  wilhin  railroad 
grants  which  have  lapsed  or  have  been  aban- 


doned, may  enter  additional  land  for  thee; 
ces-i  paid  over  $1  25  per  acre;  and  th 
homestead  and  pre-emplion  settlers  shall  be 
allowed  the  benefit  of  the  minimum  price, 
and,  further,  that  in  the  selection  of  the 
five  hundred  tiiousand  acres  ;of  land,  the 
State  may  be  allowed  to  select  the  same  in 
traclH  of  not  less  than  forty  acres,  instead 
of  320  acres,  as  is  now  provided  by  law. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the 
convention  to  form  a  Constitution  for  the 
State  of  Washington;  which  is  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  tlie  people  for  their  adoption  or 
rejection,  do  iiereby  declare  this  to  be  the 
Constitution  formed  by  us,  and  in  testi- 
mony  thereof,  do  hereunto  set  our  hands, 
this  twenty-seventh  day  of  July  anno  Dom- 
ini, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aey- 
enty-eight. 

Alex.  S.  Abernethy,  President. 

Lyman  B.  Andrews, 

Chari-es  M.  Bradshaw, 

Benj.  F.  Oennison,      "%.. 

Edward  Eldridge, 

Francis  Henry, 

S.  M.   GiLMORE, 

Wyatt  a.  George, 

H.  B.  Emery, 

D.  B.  Hannah, 

C.  H.  Larrabeb, 

Oliver  P.  Lacy, 

Alonzo  Lel\nd, 

James  V.  O'Dell, 

George  H.  Steward, 

Sylvester  M.  Wait, 

W.  Byron  Daniels,  Secretary. 


